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Meeting commenced at 2.00pm. 
 
BUSINESS: 
 
1) Apologies 
 
2) a. Confirmation of Minutes of the Meeting held 14th December, 2017. 
  b. Matters arising out of Minutes. (Not elsewhere reported) 
 
3) Mayoral Minute 
 
4) Correspondence 
  a. Agenda A (Information Only) 
 b. Agenda B 
 
5) General Manager’s Report 
  5.1 General Manager’s Report 
  5.2 Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services’ Report 
  5.3 Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services’ Report 
  5.4 Executive Manager, Development & Environmental Services’ Report 
 
6) Recommendations of a Committee of a Whole Meeting held 15th February, 2018. 
 
7) Reports: Delegates/Mayor/Councillors. 
 
8) Minutes of the Noxious Weeds Meeting of Coolamon, Junee & Temora held 5th 

December, 2017. 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Clrs John Seymour, Bruce Hutcheon, David McCann, Alan White, Jeremy 

Crocker, Steven Jones and Colin McKinnon. 
 
STAFF: Tony Donoghue, General Manager;  
 Courtney Armstrong, Executive Manager, Corporate & Community 

Services;  
 Tony Kelly, Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services;  
 Colby Farmer, Executive Manager, Development & Environmental 

Services; 
 Samantha Jennings, Finance Manager. 
 
APOLOGIES: Clr Kathy Maslin and Clr Kerrilee Logan. 
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1) APOLOGIES 
 

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr McKinnon that 
the apologies of Clr Maslin and Clr Logan be accepted.  01/02/2018 

 
2a) CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14TH 

DECEMBER, 2017. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Crocker and seconded by Clr McCann that the 
Minutes of the Meeting held 14th December, 2017 as circulated be confirmed 
and adopted.  02/02/2018 
 

 

2b) MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 
There were no matters arising out of the Minutes. 

 
 

3) MAYORAL MINUTE 
 
ORDER OF AUSTRALIA MEDAL – ROBERT MENZIES AND MEL MAYER (A.14-01, 
SC42) 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and formally acknowledge 
two of our local Shire residents who have been acknowledged in this year’s 
Australia Day Honours. 
 
Both Robert Menzies and Mel Mayer have been awarded the OAM. 
 
Robert, the previous former Mayor of Coolamon Shire was acknowledged for his 
civic service with Local Government and his work with other Organisations. 
 
Mel was acknowledged for his lifelong commitment to the Music Industry and his 
community work. 
 
It is with great pride that we get to acknowledge and honour two of our locals, for 
the work they have done to achieve this prestigious honour. 
 
RESOLVED that the Mayoral Minute be noted.  03/02/2018 
 
In addition to the Mayoral Minute, it was RESOLVED on the motion of Clr 
Hutcheon and seconded by Clr McCann that letters of congratulations be 
forwarded to Robert Menzies and Mel Mayer and that they be invited to 
afternoon tea at the next Council meeting.  03a/02/2018 
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4) CORRESPONDENCE 
 

AGENDA A (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

 
1a) INFORMATION PAPERS 
 

 The following papers have been distributed with Council’s supplementary 
material as being matters of information/interest to Councillors.  If Councillors 
desire any further information on the matters distributed then that can be raised 
with the General Manager.  Attachment No. 1 
 
1) Minutes of the Advance Marrar Committee Meeting held 10th October, 

2017. 
2) Minutes of the REROC Meeting held 11th December, 2017 and Agenda for 

the Meeting held 1st February, 2018. 
3) Minutes of the Advance Ardlethan Committee Meeting held 4th December, 

2018. 
4) Minutes of the Advance Ganmain Committee Meeting held 7th February, 

2018. 
 
 
2a) ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
1) Operating Statistics of the Coolamon Shire Library for December 2017 and 

January 2018. 
2) Community Development Officer’s Report for December 2017 and January 

2018. 
3) Tourism and Business Development Officer’s Report for December 2017 

and January 2018. 
 
General Manager’s Note 
 

 The above reports are operating reports only for use by Senior Staff. They are 
submitted to Council as part of Agenda A for information only.  Attachment No. 2 
 
 
3a) MIKE AND VELIA O’HARE (I.06-01, SC262) 
 

 Thanking Council for the congratulations and kind thoughts regarding their “NSW 
Farmer of the Year” Award.   
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AGENDA B 

 
1b) GOLDENFIELDS WATER (W.01-02, SC433) 
 
Goldenfields Water advises that it was recently provided with a presentation and 
proposal from Water Utilities Australia in relation to the water supply 
infrastructure assets owned and operated by Goldenfields Water County Council.   

 
Goldenfields Water have advised Water Utilities Australia that they do not wish to 
proceed with their proposal as it involves the part or full privatization of 
Goldenfields Water County Council’s assets. 
 
General Manager’s Note 
 

 A copy of the letter from Goldenfields Water is distributed with the information 
papers.  Attachment No. 3 
 
 
2b) KATRINA HODGKINSON (P.06-01, SC310) 
 
Thanking Council for the good wishes following her retirement.  She also 
apologies for not being able to accept the invitation from Council to attend a 
meeting for afternoon tea due to her being overseas, but would be happy to take 
a raincheck on the invitation. 
 
General Manager’s Note 
 

 A copy of the letter from Katrina is distributed with the information papers.  
Attachment No. 4 
 
 
3b) NSW RURAL DOCTORS NETWORK – BUSH BURSARY/CWA SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM (D.03-01 SC154) 
 

 Council has received a request to participate in the Bush Bursary/CWA Scholarship 
program.  This is an annual request that Council has decided not to participate in 
previously.  Council has focused its energies on providing buildings for doctors to 
consult from.  A copy of the letter is attached with the information papers.  
Attachment No. 5 

 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the 
Correspondence listed Agenda A and Agenda B be received.  04/02/2018 
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5) GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

5.1 GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS 
 

GM1) COUNCILLOR INDUCTION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
GUIDELINES (C.12-05, SC148) 

 
 A Circular has been received from the Office of Local Government advising of 

changes under the Local Government Act 1993 which saw the inclusion of 
Councillors now having a responsibility to make more reasonable efforts to 
acquire and maintain the skills necessary to perform the role of a Councillor.  In 
support of this change the Office of Local Government have developed guidelines, 
a copy of which is attached to your report.  Attachment No. 6 

 
Council are invited to make any submissions in regard to this document and they 
must be made by the close of business Friday, 16th March, 2018.  Coolamon Shire 
Council has had a long history of providing opportunities to attend Professional 
Development, both before and after an election of Council.  As a result there are 
no major immediate implications for Council in regard to following these 
guidelines, however, I must point out that it appears to be heading towards an 
annual Professional Development requirement for each Councillor. 
 
Council will however, be required to report annually on the professional 
development undertaken by Councillors. 
 
Whilst this is a good move in principle, it becomes an issue related to time 
management.  Councillors generally have a very busy personal work schedule and 
the additional implications of an annual Accreditation Programme could cause 
Councillors to baulk at that time investment required. 
 
At this stage there is nothing in the guidelines that would make this mandatory, 
however, it appears to be implying future requirements.   
 
Recommendation 
 
For Council information. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that a 
submission be made regarding the development of on-line learning resources 
that can be accessed by Councillors in their own time.  05/02/2018 
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GM2) GENERAL MANAGER’S LEAVE (PY42) 
 
I would like to advise that I will be taking holidays from Monday, 9th April, 2018 
and returning to work on Monday, 23rd April, 2018. 
 
Council’s Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services, Mrs Courtney 
Armstrong will be acting in this position whilst I am on leave.   
 
Recommendation 
 
For Council information. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr McKinnon that the 
April 2018 Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on Thursday, 26th April, 2018.  
06/02/2018 
 
Clr Hutcheon advised he will be an apology at that meeting.    
 

Clr Jones arrived at the meeting at 2.15pm. 

 
 
GM3) MODEL CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE (L.05-01, SC273) 
 
In accordance with amendments made to the Local Government Act, the Office of 
Local Government (OLG) has provided a Model Code of Meeting Practice for 
consultation and comment. 
 

 A copy of this Code has been provided for your information.  It must be noted 
that within this Model Code there are mandatory provisions identified in black 
font.  It also contains non-mandatory provisions as indicated in red font, these 
may be adopted by Council or varied to suit local circumstances.  Attachment No. 7 
 
Councils will be required to adopt their own Code of Meeting Practice as it suits 
their situation but it must not be less than what has been identified as mandatory 
in the Model Code being developed by the OLG. 
 
One of the items that has been identified as mandatory is the requirement for the 
livestreaming of all Council and Committee Meetings.   
 
Council meetings are already open to the public and people may attend in person.  
It is queried why there is a need to now livestream all of the meetings associated 
with Council or the Committees of Council.  This appears to be a City or large 
Council issue that the OLG is now requiring of all. 
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Coolamon Shire Council has a long history of obtaining decision by consensus 
after free and open discussion of the relevant issue.  Sometimes this has not 
followed strict adherence to meeting process but has resulted in every person 
being given the opportunity to speak and all points of view heard and respected. 
 
The requirements of livestreaming and potentially Audio recording will require 
changes to the Council Chambers and costs associated with its provision and 
ongoing operation.  Should any council Committee Meetings be held at 
alternative locations or rooms to the Council Chambers, then additional resources 
will need to be provided. 
 
Livestreaming appears to be a response to providing wider public access, or to see 
how people argue for or against a matter before Council.  Coolamon Shire have 
always taken the opinion that healthy debate is encouraged but after the vote has 
been held we are united in that decision – a fundamental principle of Democracy.  
This method of decision making does not require or encourage party politics or 
grandstanding that can potentially lead to divisive Councils.  A move toward 
livestreaming could alter this situation. 
 
In the same section of the Code, the option of live recording of all Council and 
Council Committee Meetings is presented. 
 
Audio recordings are to ensure that the Minutes are a true reflection of the 
Meeting.  It should not be used to ensure a verbatim record is kept of each 
debated topic, but rather to ensure the resolution is recorded correctly.  To my 
knowledge this has never been a concern or raised as a problem in the last 15 
years at least.  Should Councillors wish to have their name recorded against a 
decision, they have the ability to do so now, and it is included in the Minutes. 
 
The current practice of meetings being open to the public is appropriate for those 
who deem it important enough to attend.  The Agenda and Minutes are a true 
and accurate record of what was discussed and resolved. 
 
There appears to be no issues that require Council changing to webcast or 
livestreaming Council or Committee Meetings.  Similarly, the need to record such 
meetings is questionable and involves a cost and logistics impost in addition to 
record keeping concerns.  
 
Council have until Friday, 16th March, 2018 to make a submission in regard to this 
document. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council make a submission in regard to the issues raised in this report. 
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RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr McCann that 
Council make a submission in regard to the issues raised in this report.  07/02/2018 
 
 
GM4) 2018 AUSTRALIA DAY (A.13-12, SC943) 
 
The 2018 Australia Day Awards were conducted in Ardlethan and all involved 
should be congratulated on a great morning.  Those of special mention were the 
MC for the event, Karen Wood and the Ardlethan Community who supported the 
day.  In addition, Mel Mayer was there to make sure the sound system ran 
efficiently, and with Jess Inch, Council’s Community Development Officer, the day 
ran smoothly. 
 
The Award winners on the day were as follows: 
 

 Citizen of the Year:  Neville & Sylvia Gillett 

 Young Citizen of the Year:  Brodie Jones 

 Shane Till Memorial Award for Sportsperson of the Year:  Kellie Hamblin 

 Young Sportsperson of the Year:  Jessica McCallum 

 Community Event/Community Group of the Year:  Ganmain 
Quasquicentennary Committee 

 
 It is now Council’s role to determine who will hold the event for 2019 and 

accordingly, I have attached both the location of the previous communities where 
it was held and the indicative location moving forward.  Attachment No. 8 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council choose a location for the 2019 event.   
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Jones and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the 
2019 Australia Day Awards be conducted in Ganmain.  08/02/2018 
 
 
GM5) COMMUNITY SAFETY PRECINCT COMMITTEE (P.05-02, SC309) 
 
Coolamon Shire Council has received an invitation from Inspector Robert Vergano 
the Officer in Charge of Temora and Junee wishing to set up a Community Safety 
Precinct Committee (CSPC). 
 
Wagga Police District Command, Bob Noble has advised that the newly formed 
Riverina Police District will be broken into four Senior Leadership roles being:  
Tumut, Cootamundra, Wagga and Temora.   
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 Mr Vergano has advised that the new local Committee will allow a flow of 
information between the Police and Local Government.  The invite has been 
attached.  Attachment No. 9 
 
It is thought appropriate that the previous Coolamon/Junee Police Community 
Consultative Committee consisting of Mayor, John Seymour; Deputy Mayor, Bruce 
Hutcheon; and General Manager, Tony Donoghue with the alternative delegate, 
Clr David McCann be appointed at the new Community Safety Precinct 
Committee.   
 
We look forward to meeting Inspector Vergano to continue our positive and 
healthy relationship with the Local Police Command.   
 
Recommendation 
 
1) That Council Representatives attend the Community Safety Precinct 

Committee (CSPC) meeting at Temora on Friday, 4th May, 2018. 
 
2) That Council delegate the following as members of this Committee: 

 Mayor, Clr John Seymour 
 Deputy Mayor, Clr Bruce Hutcheon 
 General Manager, Tony Donoghue 
 Alternative Delegate:  Clr David McCann 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr McCann:  09/02/2018 
 
1) That Council Representatives attend the Community Safety Precinct 

Committee (CSPC) meeting at Temora on Friday, 4th May, 2018; and 
 
2) That Council delegate the following as members of this Committee: 

 Mayor, Clr John Seymour 
 Deputy Mayor, Clr Bruce Hutcheon 
 General Manager, Tony Donoghue 
 Alternative Delegate:  Clr David McCann 

 
 

GM6) RIVERINA REGIONAL LIBRARY (RRL) (L.03-03, SC269) 
- BUDGET ALLOCATION 
- SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT 2018/19  

 
Coolamon Shire Council has received the Draft Riverina Regional Library Member 
Contributions for the 2018/2019 financial year.  They have been set at 
$109,689.00.  These contributions have been calculated in accordance with the 
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agreed formula as specified in the RRL Deed of Agreement (Operational costs 
varied by Ratepegging and Labour costs varied by Actuals). 
 

 In addition, the proposed RRL fees and charges schedule for 2018/2019 has also 
been developed.  These will be incorporated into the fees and charges of Council.  
All of these documents are provided for your information.  Attachment No. 10 
 
The Riverina Regional Library Service Level Agreements are also made available 
for Council’s signature.  These are in line with previous Agreements and 
Coolamon Shire Council has been happy with the ongoing management of the 
Riverina Regional Library and the services provided.  All of these documents are 
provided for your information. 
 
Recommendation 
 
1) That Council endorse the proposed member contribution for Coolamon 

Shire Council to the RRL and the amount of $109,689.00 be allocated in 
the upcoming Budget.   

 
2) That Council sign the Service Level Agreement as provided. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Crocker and seconded by Clr McCann:  10/02/2018 
 
1) That Council endorse the proposed member contribution for Coolamon 

Shire Council to the RRL and the amount of $109,689.00 be allocated in 
the upcoming Budget. 

 
2) That Council sign the Service Level Agreement as provided. 
 
 
GM7) RIVERINA JOINT ORGANISATION (R.06-01, SC329) 
 
The REROC Board met on Wednesday, 1st February, 2018 to discuss, in addition to 
its normal deliberations, the issue of the Riverina Joint Organisation.   
 

 A paper was presented that provide three options to be considered.  These 
options were developed by the REROC Executive and a copy of this paper and the 
options has been attached.  Attachment No. 11.1 
 
Included with this information was the recommendation from the REROC 
Executive that the most appropriate model for the Joint Organisation would be 
Option 1. 
 
The reasons given were primarily based on the following: 
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 Not wishing to lose the existing benefits of the REROC Organisation. 

 Financially this is the most cost effective Model. 

 Build on the work and brand of REROC. 
 
It was believed appropriate that as this JO Model is a new process with the 
associated regulations yet to be released by Government, that it would be 
prudent to undertake a full review of the new Organisation in 18 months.  This 
review would be conducted by an independent body and the findings would be 
presented to the Board for consideration. 
 

 Whilst it was robust discussion and diverse views were expressed, the REROC 
Board voted to recommend Councils proceed with Option 1.  Attachment No. 11.2 
It should be noted that Wagga Wagga City Council and Snowy Valleys Council 
voted against this proposal.   
 
It is not mandatory to be in any JO currently and the resolution of the REROC 
Board is not binding on any individual Council.  Coolamon Shire Council should 
consider whether it wishes to be involved in the Joint Organisation and if it will 
operate to the benefit of both Coolamon Shire and the Region. 
 
This matter has been going since 2014 and REROC were a Pilot Organisation to 
trial the Models for the State Government.  We believe that the changes to 
legislation have a reflected REROC’s concerns in regard to the structure of a 
regional body tasked with: 
 
1) Advocacy and Lobbying 
2) Strategic Planning/Regional Strategic priorities 
3) Intergovernmental co-operation 
 
The following concerns that Local Government has identified need to be 
considered in relation to joining a Joint Organisation.  To date these issues have 
never been adequately answered but merely advice received that this is not the 
intention of these Organisations. 
 

 Unfunded mandate 

 Fourth Tier of Government 

 Amalgamation by deceit 
 
Coolamon Shire Council has been a member since inception and has always seen 
the benefit of the REROC Organisation and its ability to provide scale and 
capacity, well before it was the buzz words of the State Government.  This was 
reinforced in Council’s resolution at the December Meeting: 
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“That Council supports a JO that reflects the Riverina Eastern Organisation of 
Councils”. 
 

 As this Joint Organisation is formed by proclamation from the State Government, 
the wording of any resolution to join the Joint Organisation must be quite specific 
and in accordance with the legal format.  Information has been received from the 
OLG explaining this resolution process and the importance and time frame around 
providing this information.  Attachment No. 11.3 
 
It is believed that to be within a Joint Organisation, is the appropriate pathway for 
Coolamon Shire Council and that Option 1 best represents the path forward for 
Coolamon Shire Council and the Region. 
 
Recommendation 
 
In accordance with Part 7 of Chapter 12 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
Coolamon Shire Council resolves: 
 
1) That Coolamon Shire Council inform the Minister for Local Government, 

The Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, of Council’s endorsement of the Minister 
recommending to the Governor the establishment of a REROC Joint 
Organisation in accordance with this resolution. 

 
2) To approve the inclusion of the Coolamon Shire Council area in the Joint 

Organisation’s area. 
 
3) That the Joint Organisation be established to cover the Coolamon Shire 

Council’s area and any one or more of the following Council areas: 
Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, Greater Hume Shire, Junee, 
Lockhart, Snowy Valleys, Temora and Wagga. 
 

4) That, on the expiry of a period of 28 days from the making of this 
resolution, the General Manager provide the Minister: 

 
a) with a copy of this resolution including the date on which Council 

made this resolution, and 
b) inform the Minister that this resolution has not been rescinded. 
 
for the purpose of the Minister issuing a certificate under Section 400P of 
the Act. 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that in 
accordance with Part 7 of Chapter 12 of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
Coolamon Shire Council resolves: 11/02/2018 
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1) That Coolamon Shire Council inform the Minister for Local Government, 
The Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, of Council’s endorsement of the Minister 
recommending to the Governor the establishment of a REROC Joint 
Organisation in accordance with this resolution. 

 
2) To approve the inclusion of the Coolamon Shire Council area in the Joint 

Organisation’s area. 
 
3) That the Joint Organisation be established to cover the Coolamon Shire 

Council’s area and any one or more of the following Council areas: 
Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, Greater Hume Shire, Junee, 
Lockhart, Snowy Valleys, Temora and Wagga. 
 

4) That, on the expiry of a period of 28 days from the making of this 
resolution, the General Manager provide the Minister: 

 
a) with a copy of this resolution including the date on which Council 

made this resolution, and 
b) inform the Minister that this resolution has not been rescinded. 
 
for the purpose of the Minister issuing a certificate under Section 400P of 
the Act. 

 
 
GM8) EVENT FUNDING PROGRAM REVIEW (E.07-01, SC491) 
 
Background  
 
Coolamon Shire Council is committed to supporting events and promoting the 
development of new events for the Shire. The aim of this funding is to provide 
social and economic benefits to the community and our visitors.   
 
The purpose behind the fund was to improve on or increase existing events by 
supporting them to extend to the next level of success.  
 
The event funding program commenced in 2015 and is aimed for local events and 
festivals to achieve financial assistance. This funding supports locally based 
organisations and community groups by providing help with marketing, media 
and advertising campaigns. During this time Council has provided funding to 13 
events totalling to $23,000.  
 
Every year Council sets aside a budget allocation of $6,000 to support festivals 
and events. This funding is allocated based on the events ability to satisfy an 
assessment criteria. 
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Events could include: 
 

 Cultural (historical and heritage) events 

 Events highlighting local produce 

 Arts (music, theatre, visual) events  

 Indoor and outdoor events within the criteria  

 Tourism related sporting and recreational events 

 Conferences and seminars conducted over more than one day 

 Local community events 
 
As the program has been in place for four years, this review provides an overview 
of the program, current process and possible recommendations for future 
improvement.  
 
Aims and Objectives  
 
The event-funding program is to assist Coolamon Shire to increase levels of 
visitation by travellers, residents and business people. The overarching objective 
of the investment by Coolamon Shire is to increase market awareness for the 
Shire, promoting it as a vibrant and friendly place to live and visit.  
 
The aim of the event funding is:  
 

 To provide support to community groups and organisations to hold events  

 To maximise the economic and social benefits of hosting events and 
festivals  

 To ensure that all events funding is administered in a fair and equitable 
manner  

 To assist the development of existing events and awareness of creating 
new events  

 
Previous Funding Recipients  
 
2015: Ganmain Show - $3000 
 Ardlethan Country Music Festival - $3000 

 (Applications received in total - 6) 
 
2016 Ganmain Public School P&C Triathlon - $2000 
 Ardlethan Country Music Festival & Talent Quest - $2000 
 Ganmain Agricultural Show - $2000 
 (Applications received in total - 3)  
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2017 Up2Date Art Exhibition - $3000 
 Ganmain Historical Society Open Day - $3000 
 (Applications received in total - 2)  
 
2018 Ganmain Historical Society Open Day - $2000 
 Ganmain P&C Public School Triathlon - $3000 

 (Applications received in total - 2)  
 
Total applications – 13  
Total amount funded - $23,000 
 
Current Process 
 
The current event funding application process is outlined below: 
 
Amount Available 
 

 Applicants can apply for funds from a pool of $6,000 ($1,500 minimum - 
$3,000 maximum), which will be allocated as per the program guidelines 

 A consultation meeting with Coolamon Shire Council Staff (Tourism & Business 
Development Officer) to discuss event priorities including; marketing, 
promotion, risk management, sustainability, finance and approvals  

 Support if required from Coolamon Shire Council staff member in the lead up 
to the event  

 The event will be recognised as a significant event within Councils seasonal 
marketing campaigns   

 
Eligible for Funding: 
 
The applicant must be a community based not-for-profit organisation (or an 
individual). The project must seek to primarily benefit residents and/or service 
organisations/advance committees within the Coolamon Local Government Area. 
The organisation seeking funding must have been operating successfully for at 
least a minimum of two (2) years and must have one of the following: 
 

 Certificate of Incorporation   

 A letter of support from an incorporated organisation willing to sponsor the 
event/project; or 

 Other documentation verifying the organisation (eg: bank statements, 
insurance documents, minutes of meetings) 
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Not Eligible for Funding 
 

 Organisations that are currently subsidised by Council through existing service 
level agreements.  

 Any organisation that has not acquitted any prior grant from Council. 

 Projects requesting retrospective funding for monies that have already been 
spent. 

 Funding towards any unlawful or irresponsible purpose. 

 Applications that have not enclosed all required application documentation.  

 Funds that will be distributed to other persons in the form of a donation or 
gift.  

 Works that are the responsibility of another government body and/or are 

eligible to be funded by other government programs.    
 
Current Timeline 
 

 August/September - Event Funding Program Opens – Advise for 8 weeks 

 November – Applications Close, Committee Evaluation, Report to Council  

 December – Advise successful and unsuccessful applicants 

 Event to be held in next calendar year – January to December   
 
Review 
 
Positives: 
 

 The results from funding have increased visitation to the Shire 

 Coolamon Shire Council supports local organisations and community groups 

 Increased amount of events and Shire exposure  

 Ability for organisations and community groups to expand, improve and grow 
their event 

 Strategic approach (long term vision) by both Council and the applicant  
 
Issues and concerns:  
 

 Number of applications have decreased over the duration of the program  

 Feedback received that community groups, committees and organisations are 
not aware when the application process opens 

 Community Groups, Committees and Organisations continue to seek event 
assistance outside of the Event Funding Program from Council 

 Retrospective invoicing – Funds are paid at the completion of the event and 
acquittal process. Some applicants would prefer funding upfront.    
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Recommendations – Future Options 
 
Option 1 – Remain as is  

 Process and current pool of funds remain the same with increased 
advertising to promote that funding is available.  

 Funds would remain to provide help with media, marketing and 
advertising campaigns. 

 
Option 2 – Remain as is with flexible amounts  

 Pool of funds remain the same with removal of minimum amounts to 
allow for smaller events to apply for funding. Maximum amount would 
remain.  

 This would allow for more events to be supported over the yearly period. 

 Funds would remain to provide help with media, marketing and 
advertising campaigns. 

 
Option 3 – Ongoing yearly funding until exhausted  

 Pool of funds remain the same with removal of closing date and minimum 
amount requirements. Maximum amount would remain.  

 This would mean that the funding application process would remain open 
until all funds are allocated. Applications would be accepted and assessed 
by the sub-committee once received (Prior to each Council Meeting).  

 Applications would be accepted until all funds are allocated.  

 This would allow for events and festivals to apply throughout the year and 
it would remove the 8 week application timeframe and would address ad 
hoc requests to Council.  

 Funds would remain to provide help with media, marketing and 
advertising campaigns.  

 For example, the funding would open in November for the next January to 
December period and would remain open until all funds are allocated. This 
could be 3, 6 or 9 months.  

 Application for funding would need to be lodged two months prior to the 
event to seek approval. 

 Optional – Two rounds could be incorporated into this option, round one 
could be from January to June and round two from July to December.  

 
Option 4 – Remove funding   

 Remove funding and revert to an assessment and division upon individual 
request to Council 

 
A full update will be carried out following this review, this would include the 
guidelines, criteria, timing, application process and acquittal.  
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Staff Recommendation  
 
Coolamon Shire Council staff recommend to explore ‘Option 3 - Ongoing yearly 
funding until exhausted’. Staff believe that this option would eliminate a number 
of the current issues and concerns while continuing to raise the funding profile 
and supporting community events.  
 
By exploring option 3, staff recommend:  
 

 Applicants would continue to complete an application process (and would be 
required to submit at least two months in advance of event).  

 Funds would continue to provide assistance with media, marketing, 
promotion and advertising campaigns.  

 Review event funding guidelines and requirements - Strengthening funding 
guidelines will assist in allocating funds to events.  

 Remove the sub-committee and have a regular report to Council addressing 
applications. 

 Increase advertising in the lead up to funding opening dates – Newspaper, 
website, social media, email distribution.  

 Funding pool would remain the same amount of $6000. If funds are not 
exhausted within the year they would carry over to the following year.  

 Funding would open in November, for the next calendar year of events 
(January to December). Funding would be available until exhausted.  

 Minimum amount would be removed and maximum amount of $3000 would 
remain. Council staff would determine and recommend if amount would be 
granted or altered from application. By removing the minimum amount, this 
would allow smaller events to apply and for Council to support more events. 

 Successful funding applications would continue to complete an acquittal 
process at the completion of the event. 

 Applicants would continue to receive a lump sum after the event and 
acquittal, funds won’t be provided prior to acquittal and invoice. This will 
allow Council staff to audit quotes and funding amounts. Any concerns 
regarding this, can be discussed with Council staff. 

 
Recommendation 
 
For Council decision. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Jones that the 
Event Funding Program be redeveloped along the lines of Option 3.  12/02/2018 
 
Option 3 – Ongoing yearly funding until exhausted  
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 Pool of funds remain the same with removal of closing date and minimum 
amount requirements. Maximum amount would remain.  

 This would mean that the funding application process would remain open 
until all funds are allocated. Applications would be accepted and assessed by 
the sub-committee once received (Prior to each Council Meeting).  

 Applications would be accepted until all funds are allocated.  

 This would allow for events and festivals to apply throughout the year and it 
would remove the 8 week application timeframe and would address ad hoc 
requests to Council.  

 Funds would remain to provide help with media, marketing and advertising 
campaigns.  

 For example, the funding would open in November for the next January to 
December period and would remain open until all funds are allocated. This 
could be 3, 6 or 9 months.  

 Application for funding would need to be lodged two months prior to the 
event to seek approval. 

 Optional – Two rounds could be incorporated into this option, round one 
could be from January to June and round two from July to December.  

 
 
GM9) COMMUNITY FUNDED SOLAR PROJECT (LD241, LF551) 
 
Coolamon Shire Council has been holding discussions with Repower Shoalhaven in 
regard to the opportunity to roll out a community solar investment at the 
Coolamon Health Precinct.  This would include providing solar power to Allawah 
Lodge, Community Centre and the Aitken Logan Wing.   
 
These negotiations have been underway for some time after the Workshop 
conducted in conjunction with Coolamon Shire Council, REROC and the OEH, titled 
Public Energy No. 1.  This meeting was held in May 2017 at the Council Chambers 
whereby various options were discussed, one being where community investment 
is sourced to provide solar infrastructure on a building.  A model presented by 
one of the speakers – Repower Shoalhaven was considered. 
 

 This approach relates to Council facilities and provides a model that enables 
Council to expand their solar power utilising community investment.  It is based 
on the successful model created and operated by Repower Shoalhaven.  Further 
details can be found on their website:  www.repower.net.au   Attachment No. 12 
 
The basic principle is: 
 

 The community investors would receive an annual return on their money with 
a defined percentage rate for the 10 years of the investment.   

 

http://www.repower.net.au/
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 Coolamon Shire Council’s Health Precinct would receive solar infrastructure 
and after 10 years this infrastructure will be gifted to Council.   

 

 Council would also receive a reduced power bill for the 10 year period and 
would receive the total benefit upon completion.   

 
What this means for Council is that at no cost Council will receive the solar 
infrastructure whilst the community has the option of investing in green power 
that would return an investment to them. 
 
Repower Shoalhaven would gain a foothold in this district with opportunities to 
continue rolling out green infrastructure based on community support.   
 
Repower Shoalhaven would use local contractors where possible to construct and 
maintain the facilities during their 10 year ownership of the asset.   
 
The benefits that Coolamon Shire Council would receive are the reduced power 
bills which would be reinvested back into the community asset of our aged care 
infrastructure to continue improvements to how we deliver the service. 
 
It should be noted that Allawah Lodge received a significant upgrade in heating 
and cooling this summer with an expectation in power costs rising accordingly. 
 
Repower Shoalhaven have indicated that they would like to get this project 
underway as soon as possible to take advantage of the summer months and the 
next round of community funding consultation.   
 
Accordingly, Coolamon Shire have entered into this Agreement with Repower 
Shoalhaven. 
 
Recommendation 
 
For Council information. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Jones that the 
report be received.  13/02/2018 
 
 
GM10) STRONGER COUNTRY COMMUNITIES FUND (G.03-01, SC201) 
 

 Council has received correspondence from the Hon John Barilaro MP, the Deputy 
Premier advising of Round 2 of the Stronger Country Communities Fund.  This 
Fund will open in mid March with applications closing in May 2018.  A copy of the 
correspondence has been attached.  Attachment No. 13 
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In addition, it has been advised that the successful Tranche B and C projects will 
be announced in early March 2018. 
 
Council will need to commence consultation with the community and will run a 
similar programme to the Round 1 funding. 
 
Recommendation 
 
For Council’s information. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Crocker that the 
report be received.  14/02/2018 
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5.2 EXECUTIVE MANAGER, CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES’ 
REPORTS 

 
CS1) FINANCE REPORT 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Jones that the report 
be noted.  15/02/2018 
 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   23    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   24    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   25    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   26    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   27    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   28    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   29    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

CS2) DELIVERY PLAN REVIEW (S.11-06, SC516]. 

 
 Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting requirements the General Manager 

is required to provide progress reports to the Council with respect to the principal 
activities in the Delivery Program on a six monthly basis.  In the past staff have 
prepared this as part of a report to Council.  To make this report a more 
identifiable document, a separate “Progress Report” has been prepared for the 
reporting period 1 July 2017 to 31 December 2017.  Attachment No. 14 
 
Recommendation 
 
For Council information. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr Crocker that the 
report be noted.  16/02/2018 
 
 
CS3) POLICY REVIEW (P.12-01, SC316) 
 

 As part of Council’s ongoing policy review, the following policies are presented by 
staff for adoption/re-adoption:  Attachment No. 15  
 

 Illegal Entry to Council Property Policy 

 Sale of Surplus Plant & Materials Policy 

 Signs as Remote Supervision Policy  

 Street Stall & Raffles Policy 

 Work Health & Safety Policy 

 Footpath Inspection & Maintenance Policy 
 
Of the above policies it is thought unnecessary to continue with an Illegal Entry to 
Council Property Policy specific to one of Council’s locations.  Any illegal entry 
onto Council property would be deemed inappropriate and Council has legal 
avenues to pursue any offenders.  Therefore it is thought this policy is 
unnecessary and can be removed from Council’s Register. 
 
All other policies continue to operate and are appropriate to the operation of 
Council. 
 

 Recommendation 
 
1) That the following policies be adopted: 

 Sale of Surplus Plant & Materials Policy 

 Signs as Remote Supervision Policy  
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 Street Stall & Raffles Policy 

 Work Health & Safety Policy 

 Footpath Inspection & Maintenance Policy 
 
2) That the Illegal Entry to Council Property Policy be deleted. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr McKinnon that:  
17/02/2018 
 
1) The following policies be adopted: 

 Sale of Surplus Plant & Materials Policy 

 Signs as Remote Supervision Policy  

 Street Stall & Raffles Policy 

 Work Health & Safety Policy 

 Footpath Inspection & Maintenance Policy, and that 
 
2) The Illegal Entry to Council Property Policy be rescinded. 
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CS4) QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 2017 (F.02-02) 
 

 Enclosed with the attachments is the Quarterly Budget Review Statements to the 
31st December 2017 for Council’s information.  The Review reveals a change in 
Council’s anticipated operating result after capital amounts from a surplus of 
$2,788,559 to a surplus of $2,021,145  Attachment No. 16 

 
Council’s anticipated nett cash position has decreased from a deficit of 
$1,320,888 to a deficit of $1,417,961 being an unfavourable variance of $97,073 
 
 
Public Order & Safety 
Income 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Dog Impounding Fees 1,200 5,186 5,186 3,986 332.16 F 

 

 Dog Impounding Fees – Council’s year to date income has already exceed the 
original budget. 

 
Environment 
Income 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Container Deposit Scheme 
Income 

46,800 0 0 -46,800 100 U 

 

 Container Deposit Scheme Income – as Council is not participating as a 
collection point no income will be received in the current financial year 

 
Expenditure 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Garbage Depot Supervision 35,000 37,277 80,000 -45,000 128.5 U 

Waste Depot Staff Costs 87,450 0 0 87,450 100 F 

 

 Garbage Depot Supervision – Council’s contract arrangements for the 
supervision of the waste depots will continue as a result of not being a 
collection point for CDS 

 Waste Depot Staff Costs – as Council is not participating as a collection point 
staff will not be appointed 
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Housing & Community Amenities 
Income 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Development Application 
Fees 

15,000 20,842 21,000 6,000 40 F 

 

 Development Application Fees – Council’s year to date income has already 
exceed the original budget. 

 
Sewerage 

 Expenditure  

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Sundry Expenditure 2,000 54,451 56,500 -54,500 2,725.0 U 

 

 Sundry Expenditure – The expenditure relating to the investigations into the 
upgrading of the Coolamon Sewerage Treatments works were not included in 
Council’s original budget 

 
Mining, Manufacture & Construction 
Income 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Construction Certificates 15,000 20,655 21,000 6,000 40 F 

Building Inspection Fees 10,000 13,190 13,500 3,500 35 F 

 

 Construction Certificates – Council’s year to date income has already exceed 
the original budget. 

 Building Inspection Fees – Council’s year to date income has already exceed 
the original budget. 
 

Transport & Communication 
Expenditure 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Urban Roads Dep’n 266,560 169,114 338,228 -71,668 26.88 U 

Sealed Local Roads Dep’n 540,600 299,495 598,990 -58,390 10.8 U 

Regional Roads Dep’n 459,000 277,449 554,898 -95,890 20.9 U 

Unsealed Roads Dep’n 326,400 218,822 437,644 111,244 34.1 U 

Road Safety Officer 0  12,000 12,000 U 
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 Roads Depreciation – Based on year to date figures the depreciation allowed 
in Council’s original budget was understated.  This is a non-cash expense but 
does impact on Council’s operating profit. 

 Road Safety Officer – Council original budget did not include a contribution 
for the participation in the Road Safety Officer program with Temora, Junee 
and Bland Shire Councils and Roads & Maritime Services. 
 

Economic Affairs 
Expenditure 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Tourism/Industrial 
Promotion 

15,000 35,262 35,305 20,305 135.4 U 

 

 Tourism/Industrial Promotion – Council has previously considered a report 
regarding the publicity opportunities that have been taken and resulting in the 
additional expenditure including the Lifestyle Magazine, Country Change Expo 
and the remarketing of Council’s Tourism/Business Website. 

 
Capital Incomes & Gains/(Losses) 

Item Original 
Budget 

YTD 
31/12/17 

Amended 
Budget 

Variance 
($) 

Variance 
(%) 

Sewerage Capital Conts 0 0 20,816 20,816 F 

 

 Sewerage Capital Contributions – based on year to date income figures 
 

 
Responsible Accounting Officer Statement 
 
It is my opinion that the Quarterly Budget Review as presented to Council for the 
quarter ended 31 December 2017 indicates that Council’s projected financial 
position at 30 June 2018 will be satisfactory, having regard to the projected 
estimates of income and expenditure and the original budgeted income and 
expenditure. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Quarterly Budget Review Statements as at 31 December 2017 be 
received and noted and the revised budgeted income and expenditure be voted. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr White that the 
Quarterly Budget Review Statements as at 31st December 2017 be received and 
noted and the revised budgeted income and expenditure be voted.  18/02/2018 
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5.3 EXECUTIVE MANAGER, ENGINEERING & TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

ES1) SHIRE ROADS RESHEETING, STABILISATION AND MAINTENANCE 
 
The following roads have received maintenance and resheeting attention: 
 
1) MAINTENANCE 
 

 Tooyal Road (Williams to Wagga Road) 
 Brushwood North Road (Canola Way to Ardlethan Road) 
 Williamsons Lane (Millwood Road to Tooyal Road) 
 Boundary Lane (Millwood Road to end) 
 Chamberlains Lane (Canola Way to Coolamon Road) 
 Bradleys lane (Millwood Road to Lesterfield Lane) 
 Lesterfield Lane (Canola Way to boundary) 
 Murphys Lane (Brushwood North Road to Dullah Road) 
 Armstrongs Lane (Marrar North Road to Seymours Lane) 
 Hattys Lane (Dullah Road to gate) 
 Curries Lane (Matong North Road to gate) 

 
2) RESHEETING 
 

 Bredins Lane (Bitumen to Bartletts Lane) 
 
 
ES2) PARKS AND GARDENS 
 
Parks and Gardens Staff have continued general maintenance of Council’s open 
spaces in addition to assisting with preparation of major events such as Coolamon 
New Year’s Eve, Ardlethan and Ganmain Australia Day and Ganmain Triathlon.  
The shutdown period of the Coolamon Childhood Centre has also permitted staff 
to refurbish a number of the garden beds and play areas. 
 
 
ES3) TOWN WORKS 
 
COWABBIE STREET, COOLAMON 
 
Renewal of linemarking has occurred through the main street of Coolamon in 
addition to installation of a disabled parking bay at the front of the B&B. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the 
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services Reports (ES1 to ES3) be 
received. 19/02/2018 
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ES4) ROADS TO RECOVERY PROGRAMME 2017/2018 
 
1) BITUMEN RESEALING 
 

Resealing works have occurred on the following Rural Local Roads: 
 
 Marrar South Road (6.80-8.37kms) 1.57kms 
 Methul Road (7.3-9.05kms) 1.75kms 
 Methul Road (15.62-18.53kms) 2.91kms 
 Methul Road (18.47-20.42kms) 1.95kms 
 Beckom South Road (6.10-6.26kms) 0.16kms 
 Beckom South Road (6.58-8.55kms) 1.97kms 
 Rannock Road (27.81-28.54kms) 0.735kms 
 Matong North Road (15.15-15.48kms) 0.325kms 
 Matong North Road (16.32-19.20kms) 2.88kms 
 Matong North Road (19.20-20.30kms) 1.1kms 
 Yarranjerry Exchange Road (2.97-5.17kms) 2.2kms 

 
2) RANNOCK ROAD (16.75-17.58KMS AND 23.96-24.74KMS) 1.615KMS 
 

Reconstruction works involving stabilization and sealing have now been 
completed. 

 
3) RANNOCK ROAD (13.86-16.22KMS) 1.74KMS 
 

Reconstruction works have commenced on this section of Council’s Local 
Sealed Network.  Formation corrections are to occur with importation of 
crushed gravel and will be followed by stabilization and sealing.  Works are 
scheduled for completion in early March. 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Crocker and seconded by Clr White that the 
report be received.  20/02/2018 

 
 

ES5) FIXING COUNTRY ROADS (FCR) 
 
1) CROKER GRAIN PROJECT 
 

Works have commenced on the third and final component of the Croker 
Grain Project.  Previous components involved works to Marrar South road, 
Easticks Lane and Lynne Street, Marrar.  This final component involves 
reconstruction of Canola Way (14.6-17.15kms) 2.55kms which will be split 
into two manageable sections with an anticipated completion date set for 
early March. 



MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 
 

 

 

This is Page No.   47    of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Shire of Coolamon held 
in the Council Chambers,  Coolamon on the 15th February, 2018. 
 
.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER. 

2) ROUND 3 MARY GILMORE PRODUCTIVITY UPGRADE PROJECT 
 
 Council has received notification from the Minister for Roads, Maritime & 

Freight, the Hon Melinda Pavey of its FCR Round 3 success.  The successful 
project involves the strengthening of the Smokey Creek Bridge to a 
standard where it can accept heavy vehicles at higher mass limits.  The 
State Government will provide funding to the value of $297,798 with 
Council contributing $42,552.  Council are currently awaiting contact from 
Transport NSW to have Deeds drafted and signed, once completed Council 
can then schedule the works.  Attachment No. 17 
 
 

ES6) 2017/2018 REPAIR PROGRAMME 
 
CANOLA WAY – WEST (7.36-9.03KMS) 1.67KMS 
 
Reconstruction works involving formation corrections, culvert repairs, 
stabilization and sealing have been completed on this section of Council’s 
Regional Road Network. 
 
 
ES7) RURAL LOCAL SEALED ROADS 
 
1) WALLEROOBIE ROAD 
 

Patch rehabilitation works have commenced on sections of Walleroobie 
Road where pavement failures have occurred.  The majority of sections 
are over culvert structures which have initially been poorly constructed 
resulting in pipe separation which will require resetting.  Pipe cleaning in 
addition to inlet and outlet maintenance of all structure along Walleroobie 
Road will occur. 
 

2) DEEPWATER ROAD 
 

Shoulder grading work identical to those performed recently on Matong 
North Road has been completed.  These works involve the importation of 
crushed gravel to eliminate the deep bitumen edge drops and prevent 
extensive edge breaks.  The final result will also provide a safer 
environment for motorists as well as extending the life of the pavement. 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Jones and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the 
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services’ Reports (ES5 to ES7) be 
received.  21/02/2018 
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ES8) NOXIOUS WEEDS REPORT (N.02-01) 
 
Senior Weeds Officer, Robert Ferguson Reports 
 

 Coolamon: Highway inspections, Newell and Burley Griffin.  

 Spiny Burr inspected and treated on London Hill Road, Beckom South, 
Deepwater, Pamandi Crossing, Brushwood Crossing. 

 Silver leaf nightshade treated in Methul, Ganmain and Matong areas. 

 Coolatai inspected and treated in Ardlethan and Marrar. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McKinnon and seconded by Clr Jones that the 
report be received.  22/02/2018 
 
 
ES9) ARDLETHAN SEWERAGE SCHEME – PROJECT STATUS REPORT (S.03-02, 

SC361) 
 
Project Status 
 
A project inception meeting and site inspections were held with the design 
consultant on 6 and 7 December 2017.  Following the meeting and site inspection, 
the design consultant has prepared a preliminary concept layout for the gravity 
reticulation system.  The process design and pond sizing for the sewerage 
treatment plant has been completed.  A concept layout and 3D model for the 
plant have been developed.  These will be completed after the results of the 
geotechnical investigation on the site are available. 
 
A joint inspection was undertaken on 2 February 2018 to determine the viability 
of the proposed reticulation layout and to make amendments to avoid 
obstructions and minor refinements to improve the layout from a construction 
and maintenance perspective. 
 
Amendments to the concept layout are expected to be completed by 9 February 
2018.  It is anticipated that survey will commence mid to late February and take 
approximately 4 weeks to complete.  Geotechnical investigation is scheduled to 
commence on 26 February 2018.  This will consist of 1 week on site drilling and 
collecting samples, followed by 2 weeks of laboratory analysis. 
 
Time 
 
The design consultant’s current program indicates that the design will be 
complete and tenders for construction may be called in June 2018.  Some time 
has been lost due to shutdowns over the Christmas and New Year period and 
unavailability of staff.  There is the potential to recover some of the lost time in 
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the survey component of the project (depending on availability) and in review and 
feedback of designs and associated documentation.  To this end, the focus on a 
collaborative approach to design development will be increased to ensure that 
review is undertaken and comments provided progressively to minimise the time 
associated with review on completion of the concept design. 
 
Quality 
 
The brief for the RFQ referenced the relevant codes, standards and agency 
requirements, and subsequently forms part of the design contract.  The design 
consultant, Cardno, is extremely experienced in this type of work.  They have 
assembled a highly qualified and experienced team for the project. 
 
Risk 
 

Issues Register 

Issue S60 Approval 

Actions to 
Date 

Contact made with NSW DPI Water Manager Water and 
Sewerage and Regional Manager Water and Sewerage 
Nil feedback or input provided to date despite numerous 
attempts to make further contact 
S60 approval process requirements incorporated into design 
brief 
Relevant NSW DPI Water contact details provided to the design 
consultant 

Further 
Actions 

Ongoing liaison between design consultant, project manager and 
NSW DPI Water 

Issue Rail Crossing 

Actions to 
Date 

Contact made with John Holland Rail regarding requirements for 
rail line service crossings 
Engineering standards provided to the design consultant 
John Holland Rail contact details provided to the design 
consultant 

Further 
Actions 

Obtain 3rd Party Application Form and provide to design 
consultant for reference 
Ongoing liaison between design consultant, project manager and 
John Holland Rail 
 

Issue Rail Crossing 

Actions to 
Date 

Nil 

Further 
Actions 

Contact to be made with NSW Roads and Maritime Services to 
ascertain engineering standards and requirements 
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Issue Acquisition of Land for Pump Station 

Actions to 
Date 

Critical dates for finalisation of pump station location 
incorporated into design brief 
The location of the pump station site has been all but finalised 
pending the outcome of geotechnical investigation 

Further 
Actions 

Confirm site and acquire land 

Issue Bygoo Road Realignment Project 

Actions to 
Date 

Design requirements around the road realignment project, 
including critical dates, incorporated into design brief 
Image of road realignment plan overlaid on aerial imagery 
incorporated into the design brief 
Project deferred due to land acquisition issues 

Further 
Actions 

Design to be reviewed progressively during its development to 
ensure that the sewer is set at a level so that it does not clash 
with the road or table drains and so that it does not impact 
unduly on constructability of the road 

Issue Flood Works Approval for Treatment Plant 

Actions to 
Date 

Research requirements for flood works approval 
Local analysis of flood extent and depth at treatment plant 
location 
Advice obtained from GHD regarding flood behaviour at 
treatment plant site (flood fringe low hazard and flood free) 
Concept process design and layout indicate that the treatment 
plant can be accommodated on the available land outside of the 
1 in 100 year flood extent 

Further 
Actions 

Finalise concept layout and confirm that a flood works approval 
is not required or take steps to mitigate against the requirement 
for approval and the need to complete and Environmental 
Impact Statement if the layout encroaches on flood affected land 

Issue Availability of Suitable Contractors 

Actions to 
Date 

Contact made with potential design consultants to ascertain 
interest in bidding for and completing the work 
Design contract awarded to a suitably qualified and experienced 
consultant 

Further 
Actions 

Contact to be made with potential construction contractors to 
gauge interest, capability and capacity on completion of the 
detailed design 

 
Procurement 
 
The scope of work for geotechnical investigation has been finalised.  This element 
of the design project was included in the RFQ as a provisional sum item.  The 
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design consultant’s proposal has been critically reviewed and industry advice 
sought to ensure that the proposal provides value for money. 
 
Activities Since Last Report 
 

 Inception meeting and site inspections held with design consultant 

 Information collected and provided to the design consultant on non-
residential loading 

 FAQs prepared and distributed to the community 

 Initial concept layout prepared by design consultant based on electronic 
imagery and LiDAR data 

 Joint inspection of proposed reticulation route to determine viability and 
amend as required  

 Geotechnical investigation regime finalized 
 
Upcoming Activities 
 

 Concept layout to be refined prior to commencement of survey and 
geotechnical investigation 

 Geotechnical investigation 

 Survey 

 Finalisation of concept design and submission to NSW DPI Water for review 
and comment 

 Acquisition of pump station site 
 
Project Management Hours 
 
Since last report 
35.5 
Total 
138.5 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Jones and seconded by Clr McCann that the 
report be received.  23/02/2018 
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5.4 EXECUTIVE MANAGER, DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
REPORTS 

 
HS1) DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY REPORT THE PERIOD ENDING 31ST JANUARY, 

2018 
 
Summary 
This report advises of the Development Application activity for the months of 
December 2017 and January 2018. 
 
Development Activity Table 
 

APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
TYPE ADDRESS DETERMINATION VALUE 

DA 2017/81 
Cattery to House 12 
Cats 

26 Doubleday Lane, 
Coolamon 

Approved $5,000.00 

DA 2017/85 New Carport & Patio 
55 Devlin Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved $28,485.00 

DA 2017/86 New Carport 
4 Logan Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved $4,500.00 

DA 2017/89 New Verandah/Deck 
33 Don Street,  
Marrar 

Approved $5,200.00 

DA 2017/87 New Shed 
20 Bruce Street South, 
Coolamon 

Approved $12,000.00 

DA 2017/70 New Single Dwelling 
30 Lewis Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved $281,500.00 

DA 2017/71 New Single Dwelling  
32 Lewis Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved $281,500.00 

DA 2017/90 Plant Roof Cover 
87-89 Cowabbie Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved $7,000.00 

DA 2017/88 New Single Dwelling 
53-55 Loch Street, 
Ganmain 

Approved $90,000.00 

DA 2018/1 
Subdivision of 1 Lot 
into 3 Lots 
(Residential) 

Corner of Dunrobin and 
Cowabbie Street, 
Coolamon 

Approved N/A 

DA 2018/3 
Installation of Solar 
Panels 

Lewis Street North, 
Coolamon 

Approved $17,000.00 

DA 2018/4 Shed Extension 
33 Ford Street,  
Ganmain 

Approved $4,000.00 

TOTAL: 12   12 $736,185.00 

 

Financial Implications 
There are nil financial implications to Council as a result of this report. 
 
Consultation 
Applications have been notified and exhibited in accordance with Council’s 
Development Control Plan as required. 
 

Recommendation 
 
That Council receive and note this report on development activity for the period 
up to 31st January, 2018. 
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RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that 
Council receive and note this report on development activity for the period up 
to 31st January, 2018. 24/02/2018 
 
 
HS2) DRAFT LOCAL ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (A.08-02, SC22) 
 
Summary 
 
This report presents the Draft Local Animal Management Plan and seeks Council’s 
endorsement for the public exhibition of the strategy.  
 
Background 
 
Coolamon Shire Council has identified the need to develop a Local Animal 
Management Plan to improve outcomes in the area of companion animal’s 
management within the Shire. New legislation and changing community 
expectations mean new approaches are now required. In addition, there is 
increasing recognition that enforcement approaches will not, on their own, result 
in lasting changes in human behaviour. They need to be supplemented by a range 
of other tools that focus on passive and voluntary approaches to achieving 
responsible pet ownership. 
 
Local Animal Management Plan 
 
The Companion Animals Act 1998 introduced changes to the way dogs were 
managed by local authorities and, for the first time, introduced controls over 
domestic cats. 
 
A Local Companion Animals Management Plan (LCAMP) is a document, which 
provides a means to assist Council to fulfil its responsibilities under the 
Companion Animals Act 1998 by determining relevant objectives and priorities 
along with a clear program of implementation. 
 
The LCAMP is divided into two parts: 
 

 Part 1 (Sections 1-4) is titled Strategic Framework. It examines relevant issues 
and responsibilities in relation to companion animal management. It 
culminates in a goal and aims of the LCAMP. 

 

 Part 2 (Section 5) is entitled Action Plans. It outlines the actions necessary for 
Council to reach and achieve the goal and aims as outlined in the Strategic 
Framework. 
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This Plan integrates the developing of expertise in companion animal 
management around Australia, to create a program of future strategic actions to 
be considered and implemented by Council.  
 
Relevant issues include those prescribed under relevant legislation as well as the 
generally understood notion of socially responsible pet ownership. The plan is 
confined to an examination of domestic dogs and cats. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There are minimal financial implications resulting from the development and 
subsequent implementation of the plan. The most significant financial implication 
resulting from the plan is the proposed review and redevelopment of the existing 
pound facility however associated costs for such a project have been catered for 
in Councils budget.  
 
Consultation 
 
Internal consultation has occurred with relevant staff members. 
 
It is proposed that the Draft plan be publicly exhibited for a period of 28 days. 
 
It is further proposed that at the expiration of the exhibition period a report on 
any submissions and amendments to the plan would be tabled for Council’s 
further consideration. 
 
Attachments 
 

 Draft Local Companion Animals Management Plan (LCAMP).  Attachment No. 18 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the report on the Draft Local Companion Animals Management 
Plan (LCAMP) and endorse the public exhibition of the Plan for a period of 28 
days. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Jones that Council 
note the report on the Draft Local Companion Animals Management Plan 
(LCAMP) and endorse the public exhibition of the Plan for a period of 28 days.  
25/02/2018 
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HS3)  DRAFT AWNINGS POLICY (P.12-01, SC316) 
 
Summary 
 
This report presents the Draft Coolamon Shire Council Awnings Policy and seeks 
Council’s endorsement for the public exhibition of the draft Policy.  
 
Background 
 
The Coolamon Shire Council Local Government area has many shops and 
commercial buildings that have awnings which project over public footways. A 
recent land use survey undertaken by Council staff has confirmed that there are 
90 awnings located within the Shire. 
 
It is not compulsory for shops and commercial buildings to have awnings. 
However, they provide many benefits to the public, including protection from 
heat and rain, shading the premises and providing opportunities for advertising.  
 
Some awnings are supported by steel tension rods connected to the building’s 
facia. These rods can fail over time for various reasons including corrosion, 
adverse wind and weather conditions, poor maintenance, illegal use and loading, 
build-up of debris inside the structure, failure at the façade or awning connection, 
impact by a motor vehicle, demolition of an adjoining building or awning and 
other reasons. The failure of a tension rod can result in an awnings collapse which 
can cause property damage, personal injury or death. 
 
Many modern awnings are constructed with cantilevered beams which are 
integral to the structure of the building. Cantilevered awnings are much less likely 
to suffer catastrophic collapse. However, the legal obligations of the owner are 
identical to those of awnings with tension rods. 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of this policy are to: 
 

 raise awareness of the need for owners to regularly monitor the safety of 
their awnings; 

 

 implement an awnings awareness program framework for owners of awnings 
within the Coolamon Sire Local Government Area; 

 

 promote an increased level of protection of public health and safety by 
reducing the risk of harm, injury or death which may result from the failure of 
an awning overhanging the Council’s footways. 
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General Policy Provisions 
 
The general provisions of the draft policy are as follows: 
 
General 
 
The owner of an awning is encouraged to obtain and provide to Council a 
structural engineering report from a suitable engineering expert demonstrating 
that the awning is structurally sound and safe: 
 
• Upon adoption of this policy; 
• on a recurrent five (5) year basis; and 
• for all awnings more than 10 years old. 
 
Council may require an owner to obtain structural certification from a suitably 
qualified engineering expert following a severe storm event, flood, fire or accident 
which damages the awning and in the opinion of the Council is likely to be unsafe.  
 
Awnings owners are encouraged to comply with Practice Note 18 ‘Inspection and 
Assessment of Existing Tied Awnings’ issued in July 2008 by the Association of 
Consulting Structural Engineers of NSW. 
 
Council recommends that the gutters and downpipes of awnings be cleaned of all 
leaf debris on a regular basis.  The most appropriate time for removal of such 
debris is between May to August each year. During May to August of each year, 
awning owners will not be required to obtain a hoarding permit for the explicit 
activity of cleaning the gutters/downpipes of awnings.  Awning owners should 
reference the Safe Work Australia publication entitled “Managing the Risk of Falls 
at Workplaces” prior to undertaking any work at height in association with the 
cleaning of awnings.   
 
The owner of an awning is to bear the cost of any inspection of the awning for the 
purposes of this policy. 
 
Council will make a notation on section 149(5) planning certificates for those 
properties that contain an awning, noting that:  
 
• Awnings owners are encouraged to comply with Practice Note 18 ‘Inspection 

and Assessment of Existing Tied Awnings’, issued in July 2008 by the 
Association of Consulting Structural Engineers of NSW; and 

• all owners must comply with the provisions of this policy. 
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Implementation 
 
The Council: 
 
• intends to establish a 'base-date' record (Register) of all awnings over public 

roads; 
• will identify the location and ownership of all existing awnings by searching 

the available records and undertaking street and other inspections where 
necessary or desirable; and 

• will send a letter to all awning owners on an annual basis advising owners of 
their responsibility to maintain their awnings and have inspected those 
awnings for structural suitability on a regular basis. 

 
Specific Provisions 
 
Public liability insurance 
 
The owner of an awning which overhangs a public footway/road reserve or space 
is required to ensure that they hold appropriate insurance to the value of $20 
million in respect of an awning noting the Council's interest as party on the 
certificate of currency. 
 
Access to premises 
 
The Council may enter premises supporting an awning in order to inspect and 
make an assessment of the structural adequacy and safety of the awning. 
The Council has the power to enter premises for this purpose under s 191 and 192 
of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
The Council may authorise persons other than Council officers for this purpose. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no adverse financial implications resulting from the development and 
subsequent implementation of the policy. Any financial implications would be 
considered positive, as by implementing a policy framework that encouraged 
awnings to be routinely inspected for structural adequacy by qualified structural 
engineers, it would reduce the likelihood of death or injury to members of the 
community who use Council’s road reserve over which awnings are located and 
thus reduce financial liability issues for Council. 
 
Consultation 
 
Internal consultation has occurred with relevant staff members. 
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It is proposed that the Draft plan be publicly exhibited for a period of 28 days. 
 
It is further proposed that at the expiration of the exhibition period a report on 
any submissions and amendments to the plan would be tabled for Council’s 
further consideration. 
 
Attachments 
 

 Draft Coolamon Shire Council Awnings Policy.  Attachment No. 19 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the report on the Draft Coolamon Shire Council Awnings Policy 
and endorse the public exhibition of the Plan for a period of 28 days. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that 
Council note the report on the Draft Coolamon Shire Council Awnings Policy and 
endorse the public exhibition of the Plan for a period of 28 days.  26/02/2018 
 
 
HS4) MATONG HOTEL UPDATE REPORT (RT1000942) 

 

Summary 
 
This report provides an update to Council regarding the compliance matters and 
Land and Environment Court Proceedings associated with the building known as 
the Matong Hotel, located in Matong Street, Matong. 
 
The Site 
 
The site is known as the Matong Hotel and is located at Lot 4, Section 6, DP 
758657, Matong Street, Matong. 
 
Background 
 
As Council may recall, a number of reports on the Matong Hotel were presented 
to Council in 2017, the most recent of which was the report tabled to the 
December 2017, Council Meeting titled MATONG HOTEL DEMOLITION ORDER 
UPDATE REPORT (RT1000942).  The report resulted in the following Council 
resolution (263/12/2017): 
 
That Council:  
 
1)  Note the Report on the ‘Matong Hotel Demolition Order Update Report’;  
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2)  Note that the owner of the premises has lodged a Class 1 Application 
with the NSW Land and Environment Court against Council, requesting 
that the Court revoke the Council issued Demolition Order and consider 
issuing an alternate order if required;  

3)  Note that Marsden’s Law Group has been engaged to represent Council 
in the Class 1 Land and Environment Court proceedings;  

4)  Note that a Structural Engineer will be engaged to review the Engineers 
Report prepared by Rob Jones Consultancy P/L and inspect the premises; 
and  

5)  Await initiating any further compliance/enforcement action in regards to 
the non-compliance with the Council Demolition Order for the premises 
known as the Matong Hotel, located at Lot 4, Section 6, DP 758657, 
Matong Street, Matong, until Class 1 Land and Environment Court 
Proceedings have been finalised.  

 
This report provides information and update to Council on the following matters: 
 

 Land and Environment Court Proceedings 

 Insurance Claim  

 Future Actions. 

 
Land and Environment Class 1 Proceedings 
 
As previously identified, on 30 November 2017 Council received notice that the 
owner had filed a Class 1 Application in the NSW Land & Environment Court which 
was listed for 22 January 2018 (first directions hearing).  
 
The application sought the following: 
 

 An order pursuant to s 121ZK(a) of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 that the Respondent’s s121B order for demolition of 

the premises known as Farmer’s Home Hotel located at 1 Matong Street, 

Matong NSW (Lot 4 Section 6 in Deposited Plan 758657) issued on 25 

October 2017 be revoked. 

 Any further or other order as the Court thinks fit pursuant to s 121 ZK (f) of 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 Costs pursuant to cl 3.7 of the Land and Environment Court Rules 2007. 

 
Council engaged Marsden’s Law Group to represent Council in proceedings.    
 
At the first directions hearing held on the 22 January 2018, the Court was 
informed that the parties were having ongoing discussions in relation to the 
matter to ascertain whether the proceedings could be resolved by an agreement.  
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The applicant requested a two (2) week adjournment of the proceedings to allow 
the applicant to consider its position in the appeal. 
 
The Court adjourned the proceedings to a second directions hearing that was set 
down for the 6 February 2018. 
 
Without prejudice discussions well held between Council’s and applicants 
solicitors between the 22 January and 6 February 2018 in efforts to resolve the 
court matter prior to the second directions hearing.  The discussions resulted in 
correspondence being forwarded to the applicant’s solicitor which reiterated 
Council’s concerns regarding the structural adequacy of the premises and 
outlined steps that would need to be undertaken before Council would consider 
revoking the demolition order.  The steps are listed are as follows: 
 

1. To allow a structural engineer retained by Council to attend and enter the 

Matong Hotel to carry out an inspection on behalf of Council. 

2. To submit to Council a development application to obtain the 

development consent of Council to carry out the further works that are 

required to repair the cracking and associated damages referred to by 

Robert Jones (Engineers Report) and to allow for the reinstatement of the 

building to make it fit for purpose. 

 
The applicants solicitor, in correspondence dated 24 January 2018, confirmed 
their clients agreeance to the abovementioned points in addition to participating 
in a without prejudice meeting with Council to discuss a way forward and that 
each party pay their own costs associated with legal proceedings to date. 
 
On 31 January 2018, Council revoked the demolition order in writing.  
 
Stormwater Issues Raised by the Owner 
 
As advised to Council previously, the owner of the premises has conveyed on 
numerous occasions, that the structural issues occurring at the premises are the 
result of stormwater drainage matters that Council has not addressed.   
Noting that as a result of previous compliance actions instigated by Council in 
response to unauthorised works and structural adequacy issues at the premises in 
2008, proceedings were brought against the owner in the NSW Land and 
Environment Court.   One of the findings / judgments (6 October 2009) from 
those proceedings was that the owner would undertake a number of actions, one 
of those being that they would provide Council with: 
 
         ‘a report from a suitably qualified practicing structural engineer certifying 

that: 
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i) the building in its entirety is structurally adequate including the 
existing building and new works 

ii) any proposed additional works do not affect the structural 
adequacy of the building’. 

 
Council notes, as agreed to in the Land and Environment Court Judgement, that 
once the above items were satisfied that it would: 
 

‘Repair the footpath, kerb, gutter and road verge at the northern elevation 
of the building at the footpath works to the satisfaction of the Executive 
Manager Engineering and Technical Services and such footpath works shall 
be undertaken as soon as practical and reasonably after all works required 
in the vicinity of the footpath, kerb, gutter and road verge to make the 
building, balcony and veranda stable had been completed’. 
 

Given that the owner has not fulfilled its obligation(s) under this undertaking, 
Council has no requirement to complete any of the works.  There would clearly be 
no benefit in Council undertaking any repair works prior to the owner of the 
building undertaking identified structural repair works.  Any works that Council 
may need to carry out on the footpath and kerb/gutter etc. may be damaged or 
may interfere with the works required to be undertaken on the building by the 
owner, it also makes no sense for Council to undertake repair works given the 
potential for the building being demolished if works are not carried out by the 
owner. 
 
The most recent demolition order process is separate and should be treated as 
such, to the previous Land and Environment Court proceedings and associated 
findings/judgement. Accordingly, Council has always encouraged the owners of 
the premises to lodge a formal claim outlining the details of any claim which 
Council would then be required to forward to its insurer for investigation. 
 
Council received a detailed insurance claim from the owners on the 20 January 
2018.  The claim was forwarded to Councils insurers for investigation and will be 
dealt with accordingly.  At the time of writing this Council report no advice on the 
matter from Council’s insurers had been received. 
 
Future Actions 
 
Council through its solicitors, Marden’s Law Group are currently or will soon be 
undertaking the following actions: 
 

 Engaging a practicing structural engineer to inspect premises on 
Councils/community behalf; 
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 Arranging inspection of the premises with Engineer (Council appointed 
consulting engineer); 

 Convene a meeting with the owner of the premises to discuss findings of 
report and lodgement of required development and associated 
applications; 

 Monitoring the above to ensure that the matter is fully resolved to 
Council’s satisfaction in a reasonable timeframe. 

 
If any of the above ‘future actions’ are not undertaken in a reasonable timeframe 
and to Council’s satisfaction, Council retains the ability to initiate further 
compliance action against the owner of the premises in the form of issuing Order 
No. 4 under Table 121 B of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(To repair or make structural alterations to a building) which will be fully informed 
by the Council engaged engineers report.  The timeframe referred to above will 
be determined at the meeting with Council and the owner. 
 
Consultation 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with internal Council Staff and externally with 
Council’s Solicitor with regards to the compilation of this report. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Financial implications associated with this report include the estimated cost of 
legal representation by Marsden’s Law Group in the vicinity of $7,500 - $15,000 
and the cost of the consultant engineers report $5,000.00 to $6,000.00. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the ‘Matong Hotel Update Report’.  
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr McKinnon that 
Council note the ‘Matong Hotel Update’ Report.  27/02/2018 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that 
Council resolve into Committee of a Whole for the purpose of considering 
confidential matters as listed in the Committee of a Whole agenda for the 
reason that such matters are considered to be of a confidential nature and in 
accordance with Council's policy thereto.  28/02/2018 
 
Council adjourned at 4.18pm into Committee of a Whole and reconvened at 
4.31pm. 
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6) RECOMMENDATIONS OF A COMMITTEE OF A WHOLE MEETING HELD 
15TH FEBRUARY, 2018. 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr Jones that the 
Recommendations of a Committee of a Whole Meeting held 15th February, 2018 
be adopted.  29/02/2018 

 
 

7) REPORTS:    DELEGATES/MAYOR/COUNCILLORS 
 

Clr Hutcheon highlighted the problems that operators are experiencing with 
heavy vehicle permits and the duplication required with consents required from 
multiple Local Government Authorities. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr McKinnon that 
Council make representations to Melinda Pavey MP, Minister for Roads and to 
the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator on the concerns of both Industry and Local 
Government on the National Heavy Vehicle Regulation Scheme.  30/02/2018 
 
 

8) MINUTES OF THE NOXIOUS WEEDS MEETING OF COOLAMON, JUNEE 
& TEMORA HELD 5TH DECEMBER, 2017. 

 
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr White that the 
Recommendations of the Noxious Weeds Meeting of Coolamon, Junee & 
Temora held 5th December, 2017 be adopted.  31/02/2018 

 
 

Meeting Closed at 4.43pm. 
 
 
 

Confirmed and signed during the Meeting held this 15th day of March, 2018. 
 
 
 
 

...................................................... 
MAYOR 
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