MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 21ST NOVEMBER, 2013.

Meeting commenced at 2.00pm.
BUSINESS:

1)
Apologies

2)
a.
Confirmation of Minutes of the Meeting held 17th October, 2013.


b.
Matters arising out of Minutes. (Not elsewhere reported)

3)
Correspondence



a.
Agenda A (Information Only)


b.
Agenda B

4)
General Manager’s Report



4.1
General Manager’s Report



4.2
Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services’ Report



4.3
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services’ Report



4.4
Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environmental Services’ Report

5)
Reports:    Delegates/Mayor/Councillors.
6)
Recommendations of the Noxious Weeds Meeting of Coolamon, Junee & Temora held 29th October, 2013.

7)
Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held 6th November, 2013.
8)
December Council Meeting.

PRESENT:
Clrs Seymour (Chairman), Logan, Brill, White, McCann, Hutcheon, Beard, Maslin and Huxtable.
STAFF:
General Manager; Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services; Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services; Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environmental Services.

1)
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.

(
ADJOURNMENT
The Meeting adjourned for a presentation by Council’s Auditor Graham Bradley at 2.00pm and re-adjourned at 2.45pm.  He spoke in respect of Council’s financial position and Council’s Financial Statements to the 30th June, 2013.

2a)
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 17TH OCTOBER, 2013.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Maslin that the Minutes of the Meeting held 17th October, 2013 as circulated be confirmed and adopted.  265/11/2013

3)
CORRESPONDENCE
AGENDA A (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
1a)
INFORMATION PAPERS
(
The following papers have been distributed with Council’s supplementary material as being matters of information/interest to Councillors.  If Councillors desire any further information on the matters distributed then that can be raised with the General Manager.  Attachment No. 1 
1)
Local Government NSW Weekly Circulars 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 and 46.
2)
Division of Local Government October Monthly Newsletter called Locality.
3)
Minutes of the Advance Ganmain Committee Meeting held 15th October, 2013.

4)
NSW Government Weekly Updates from Adrian Piccoli dated 11th, 18th, 25th October, 2013; and 1st November, 2013.
5)
Coolamon Up-to-Date Store Cultural Precinct Monthly Activities Report for the period October/November 2013.

6)
Division of Local Government November Monthly Newsletter called Locality.

7)
NSW Government Weekly Updates from Adrian Piccoli dated 8th  and 15th November, 2013.

8)
Minutes of the Ardlethan Cultural Development Centre Meeting held 4th November, 2013.

9)
Minutes of the Advance Ardlethan Committee Meeting held 4th November, 2013.

2a)
ACTIVITY REPORTS

1)
Coolamon Shire Multi Service Outlet Coordinator’s Monthly Report for the month of October 2013.
2)
Operating Statistics of the Coolamon Shire Library for October 2013.

3)
Youth & Community Development Officer’s Report for October 2013.
4)
Tourism & Business Development Monthly Update for October 2013.

General Manager’s Note
(
The above reports are operating reports only for use by Senior Staff. They are submitted to Council as part of Agenda A for information only.  Attachment No. 2

3a)
P & M FELTON (C.01-02)
(
Advising that they recently stayed at the Ardlethan Caravan Park and have extended their congratulations to Council on the park at Ardlethan.  They note that it is the first town/park they have stayed at where they have been offered the short term powered facility.  A copy of the letter has been included in Council’s information papers.  Attachment No. 3
4a)
BREWARRINA SHIRE COUNCIL (S.05-03)

Advising of the appointment of Dan Simmons to the position of General Manager.

5a)
THE AUSTRALIAN NEWSPAPER DATED OCTOBER 24TH, 2013 (C.11-01)
(
Attached to Council’s papers is an extract from The Australian Newspaper of the 24th October, 2013 outlining the issues associated with what is known as “Sponge Centres”.  It highlights the shift of population and businesses from Rural Towns to a larger Regional Centre.  The article is presented for Council information.
Attachment No. 4
6a)
NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE (F.03-11)

Forwarding a copy of the 2012/2013 Zone Annual Report.  

General Manager’s Note
(
A copy of the report is tabled for Council information.

7a)
CLR PAUL BRAYBROOKS (L.07-04)

Acknowledging Council’s complimentary letter on him being elected as the Treasurer of the new Association.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Huxtable that the Correspondence listed in Agenda A be received.  266/11/2013
AGENDA B

1b)
DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (L.05-04)
(
Forwarding a copy of the Comparative Information on New South Wales Local Government Councils.  The chart highlighting this Council’s variation has been attached to Council’s information papers.  Attachment No. 5
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr Maslin that the matter be noted.  267/11/2013
2b)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS COMMISSION (G.03-02)

(
Forwarding a copy of the methodology in relation to the 2013/14 Grant Calculations for Coolamon Shire Council.  A copy of the calculation has been attached to Council’s information papers.   Attachment No. 6
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr McCann that the matter be noted.  268/11/2013
3b)
STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE (E.03-01)

Under the State Emergency Service Act, Local Government is required to provide local SES volunteers with suitable buildings and facilities to enable their units to operate.  

In accordance with this requirement Council is required to sign a Partnership Agreement with the NSW SES to enable this relationship to occur.  The document is required to be executed under the Seal of Council and accordingly Council’s resolution is sought.  

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Huxtable and seconded by Clr Maslin that the seal of Council be attached to the Partnership Agreement with the NSW SES.         269/11/2013
4b)
REROC – COMMUNITY PROFILE – LATEST CENSUS (R.06-01)

(
Attached to Council’s information papers is a copy of the Community Portrait of the Coolamon Shire.  This was information extracted from the last Census and is available within the REROC Group of Councils.  Attachment No. 7
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Huxtable and seconded by Clr Brill that the matter be noted.  270/11/2013
5b)
NEWS LIMITED NETWORK (H.02-01)

Reference is made to the website http://mobile.news.com.au/lifestyle/health/australian-are-living-longer-than-ever-before-according-to-new-statistics/story-fneuz9ev-1226755127356? where Coolamon Shire Council was deemed to have the highest level of life expectancy within Australia or more alternatively as it is put within the article, “the least likelihood of death”.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr Maslin that the matter be noted.  271/11/2013
4)
GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS

4.1)
GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS

GM1)
GRAIN HARVEST MANAGEMENT SCHEME (R.09-05)
I refer to discussions held between Councillors over the last few weeks concerning Council’s involvement in the Grain Harvest Management Scheme.  I note that the Mayor recently held discussions with individual Councillors concerning this matter and received a general concurrence that Council would become involved in the Scheme on a trial basis for the current harvest period.  

I note that it was necessary for this decision to be taken by the Mayor as one of urgency, having regard to the imminent local harvest.  

(
Attached to Council’s information papers is a copy of a letter forwarded to Transport NSW advising of this Council’s position and agreeing to participate in the Scheme for the current year.  Attachment No. 8  
Recommendation
That confirmation be given to the information conveyed in the attached letter and the Mayor’s decision.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Maslin and seconded by Clr White that confirmation be given to the information conveyed in the attached letter and the Mayor’s decision.    272/11/2013
GM2)
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA FUNDING (G.03-01)

Back in June 2013 Council were notified that they would receive $183,803.00 in funding under the Regional Development Australia Round 5 proposal. The announcement was made by the Minister on 19 June 2013. The following is the time-line that occurred since that announcement:

· 21st June, 2013 

Allocative funding round opened.

· 21st June, 2013 – 1st July, 2013 

Applications to be prepared using the Draft Sample Application form.

· 1st July, 2013 – 22nd July, 2013 

Applications to be made online.

In the intervening period Mr McCormack the Local Member indicated that Councils should get their applications in, in order to ensure funding.

· 26 June 2013 

Email sent to Coolamon Shire Councillors seeking approval for funding to be expended on Ganmain and Ardlethan swimming pools.

· 12 July 2013 

Coolamon Shire Council Funding Application submitted.

· 18 July 2013 

Report to Council for confirmation.

The current Government has now suspended the programme, although it has announced that a Regional Development Funding Policy will be implemented in 2015.

The Federal Government has indicated that it is their view that unless Contracts have been signed under the former programme, then there is no responsibility on the current Government to fund those works.

It is noted from the above timeline that this was a legitimate offer by the Federal Government of the time and it was certainly done well before the caretaker period.  It is disappointing that a commitment was given by a legitimate Government is now being withdrawn by the incoming Government.  

The new Government was elected on a mandate of being an Infrastructure Government and there certainly can be no better infrastructure than that which is developed at the grass roots by Local Government.  Council’s project of refurbishing the built infrastructure at Ganmain and Ardlethan Pools is certainly significant to the communities of the Coolamon Shire.  

Mr McCormack has indicated that if Councils had signed Contracts, then funding would be guaranteed.  The above timeline should indicate that Council acted with all possible haste and certainly contracts from the Federal Government in relation to the funding guarantee had not been received.  In terms of Contracts with private individuals Council had already commenced the process and had engaged Architects to carry out the design.  Quotations had been received from builders and pending final notification from the Federal Government, the builder would have been engaged.  
Recommendation

That Council express its disappointment to Mr McCormack, however, he be advised that Council had already commenced expenditure on the process by engaging Architects and negotiating Contract prices with a builder.    

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Brill and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that express its disappointment to Mr McCormack, however, he be advised that Council had already commenced expenditure on the process by engaging Architects and negotiating Contract prices with a builder.  273/11/2013
GM3)
ALLAWAH RETIREMENT VILLAGE INDEPENDENT LIVING UNIT – RESIDENCE AND SERVICE CONTRACT (LD129/41)
The Allawah Retirement Village Independent Living Unit – Residence and Service Contract in respect of occupancy by Mrs Sandra Fixter in the Allawah Retirement Village is now available for sealing by Council.

Recommendation

(
That the Seal of Council be affixed to the Allawah Retirement Village Independent Living Unit – Residence and Service Contract for Mrs Sandra Fixter.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the Seal of Council be affixed to the Allawah Retirement Village Independent Living Unit – Residence and Service Contract for Mrs Sandra Fixter.   274/11/2013
GM4)
REROC INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – REGIONAL TRANSPORT PRIORITIES (R.13-08)
(
Attached to Council’s information papers is a copy of the Draft Regional Transport Plan for Freight.  This project has been developed by the REROC Infrastructure Sub Committee which has been managed by Coolamon Shire Council.  The draft Transport Plan is out there for comment at the moment pending finalisation.  Attachment No. 13
Recommendation
For Council information.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Logan that the report be received.  275/11/2013
4.2
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES’ REPORTS

CS1)
FINANCE REPORT AS AT 31ST OCTOBER 2013
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr Huxtable that the report be received.    276/11/2013
[image: image1.png]_ DAE CNSTITUTION. | invesTmENTTYRE [ AMOUNT 'MATURITY.DATE
S INVESTED: i SRR G CHsEREL HE INVESTED : .
21/06/2013 {Wagga Mutual Credit Union Term Deposit $ 1,700,000 | 183 4.25% 21/12/2013
11/07/2013 jWagga Mutual Credit Union Term Deposit S 1,000,000 | 184 4.25% 11/01/2014
30/07/2013 {ING Direct Term Deposit S 1,000,000 | 184 4.13% 30/01/2014
1/08/2013 {Wagga Mutual Credit Union Term Deposit $ 1,000,000 184 4,15% 1/02/2014
13/08/2013 {ING Direct Term Deposit $ 2,000,000 183 3.94% 12/02/2014
17/10/2013 jWestpac Banking Corporation Term Deposit $ 1,000,000 | 183 3.63% 17/04/2014
11/10/2013 {Westpac Banking Corporation Term Deposit $ 1,000,000 | 243 3.62% 11/06/2014
17/10/2013 jWestpac Banking Corporation Term Deposit $ 1,000,000} 304 3.82% 17/08/2014
17/10/2013 |AMP Term Deposit S 1,000,000 365 3.80% 17/10/2014
TOTAL INVESTED |$ 10,700,000

| hereby certify that the above investments have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act
1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council's Investment Policies.

P jvns Foang,
7 (J

RESTRICTED CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS & INVESTMENTS
EXTERNAL RESTRICTIONS AS AT 30TH JUNE, 2013
Allawah Lodge - Accommodation Bonds

Allawah Village - Loan-Licence

Section 94 Contributions

Specific Purpose Unexpended Grants & Contributions

Sewerage Fund
Waste Management

INTERNAL RESTRICTIONS & UNRESTRICTED AT 30TH JUNE, 2013

Asset/Plant Replacement

Employees Leave Entitlements

Deferred Works

Financial Assistance Grant (2013/14 Advance Payment)
Asset Management (inc. unrestricted cash)

Swimming Pools
Community Housing
Rehabiliation of Gravel Pits

{Courtney Armstrong, Ex. Manager,
Corproate & Community Services}

WA U

1,229,723.33
2,922,467.00
270,661.53
1,460,673.03
632,009.11

$  6,515,534.00

BTV R VY R T R VRV N T Y

1,000,000.00
1,235,000.00
68,000.00
1,488,271.00
1,140,473.42
15,000.00
30,000.00

107,000.00 $ 5,083,744.42

$ 11,599,278.42
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[image: image3.png]COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL

BALANCE SHEET R
for the period 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014
201372014
BUDGET {ADJ FOR 2012/2013
11 NOV 2013 SEPTEMBER 2013  AUGUST 2013 OPENING BALS) ACTUAL
ASSETS
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents 692,043.68 955,985.75 1,002,959.52 1,165,207.03 919,021.68
Investments 10,700,000.00 10,700,000.00 10,700,000.00 8,700,000.00 10,700,000.00
Receivables 2,208,318.09 2,145,375.68 2,650,792.64 643,339.75 645,181.62
Inventories 132,640.03 116,333.14 141,485.30 149,580.50 149,590.50
Other

Total current assets

Non-current assets
Investments
Receivables
Inventories

Infastructure, property, plant & equipment

13,733,001.80

15,299.00
282,000.60
210,041,561.01

Accumulated Dep'n - Infrastructure, property, plant & (62,272,231.22)

Other
Total non-current assets
Total assets

LIABILITIES

Current liabilitles
Payables

Interfunding

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total current liabilities

Non-current ifabilities
Payables

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total non-current liabilities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

Net assets

EQUITY

Retained earnings
Reserves

Total equity

13,917,708.57

16,439.46
282,000.60
208,854,248.27
(62,272,231.22)

14,495,237.46

16,439.46
282,000.60
209,755,329.90
{62,272,231.22)

10,658,137.28

12,375.66

282,000.60
212,540,600.26
(64,878,584.70)

12,413,793.80

18,439.46
282,000.60
209,482,112.26
(62,272,231.22)

148,066,629.39

147,880,457.11

147,781,538.74

147,956,391.82

147,510,321,10

161,799,631.19

161,798,165.68

162,276,776.20

158,614,529.10

159,924,114,90

4,614,269.17 4,518,747.45 4,335,902.84 4,670,406.06 4,810,406.06
0.00 0.00 .
0.00 0.00
1,687,906.33 1,604,551.05 1,625,752.67 1,750,536.21 1,697,536.21
6,302,175.50 6,123,298.50 5,961,655,51 6,420,942.27 6,507,942.27
12,334.92 12,545.37 15,792.38 11,461.19 12,618.19
0.00 0.00 0.00
947,085.45 947,085.45 947,085.45 1,008,857.45 947,085.45
959,420.37 959,630.82 962,877.83 1,020,318.64 959,703.64
7,261,595.87 7,082,929.32 6,924,533.34 7,441,260.91 7,467,645.91

154,538,035.32

154,715,236.36

155,352,242.86

151,173,268.19

152,456,468.99

77,569,470.10
76,968,565.22

77,746,671.14
76,968,565.22

78,383,677.64
76,968,565.22

74,204,702.97
76,968,565.22

75,487,903.77
76,968,565.22

154,538,035.32

154,715,236.36

155,352,242.86

151,173,268.19

152,456,468.99





[image: image4.png]COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL RESTRICTIONS

for the period 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014

2013/2014 BUDGET
(AD] FOR OPENING
11 NOV 2013 SEPTEMBER 2013 AUGUST 2013 BALS) 2012/2013 ACTUAL
GENERAL FUND
EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Developer Contributions - Section 94 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Road Damage Royaities 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Grants & Susidies 688,896,52 419,651.64 474,918.91 183,161.53 270,661.53
Allawah Lodge Accommodation Bonds {less amounts not paid 1,431,661.33 1,231,661,33 1,229,723.33 1,175,723.33 1,229,723.33
Allawah Village Loan-Licence 2,934,935.00 3,107,467.00 2,922,467.00 2,832,467.00 2,922,467.00
5,055,492.85 4,758,779.97 4,627,109.24 4,195,351.86 4,422,851.86
INTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Plant Replacement 1,000,060.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00
Employees Leave Entitlements 1,235,000.00 1,235,000.00 1,235,000.00 1,163,000.00 1,235,000.00
Deferred Works 0.00 5,535.88 35,595.55 0.00 68,000.00
Financial Assistance Grant Pre Payment 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,488,271.00
Swimming Pools 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00
Community Housing Programme 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00
Rehabilitiation of Gravel Pits 107,000.00 107,000.00 107,000.00 117,000.00 107,000.00
2,387,000.00 2,392,535.88 2,422,595.55 2,325,000.00 3,943,271.00
Asset Management/Avaifable for Working Funds 1,673,370.42 2,154,853.38 2,303,149.62 1,158,249.77 1,160,216.68
Total Cash Balance - General Fund 9,115,863.27 9,306,169.23 9,352,854.41 7,678,601.63 9,526,339.54
DOMESTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT FUND
Waste Management 747,015.60 788,568.82 778,296.85 666,699.90 632,009.11
747,015.60 788,568.82 778,296.85 666,699.90 632,009.11
Total Cash Balance - DWM Fund 747,015.60 788,568.82 778,296.85 666,699.90 632,009.11
SEWERAGE FUND
Sewerage Fund 1,529,164.81 1,561,257.70 1,571,808.26 1,519,905.50 1,460,673.03
1,529,164.81 1,561,257.70 1,571,808.26 1,519,905.50 1,460,673.03
Total Cash Balance - Sewerage Fund 1,529,164,81 1,561,257.70 1,571,808.26 1,519,905.50 1,460,673.03

TOTAL CONSOLIDATED CASH

11,392,043.68 11,655,995.75 11,702,959.52 9,865,207.03

11,619,021.68
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CS2)
AUDITOR (F.02-02)

· The Auditor will be present at the November Meeting at approximately 2.15pm to present the Audit Report to the 30th June, 2013.  Copies of the report have been distributed with Council’s agenda.  Attachment No. 9
(
ADJOURNMENT
Council adjourned at 3.00pm for a presentation to Mr Ray Wall, Health Service Manager with the Coolamon-Ganmain Hospital in appreciation of services to the communities of the Coolamon Shire.
The Council Meeting resumed at 3.40pm.
4.3
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, ENGINEERING & TECHNICAL SERVICES’ REPORTS
ES1)
SHIRE ROAD RESHEETING, STABILISATION AND MAINTENANCE

The following roads have received resheeting and maintenance attention:

Resheeting
· Freers Lane (Ariah Road to Rannock Road)

· East West Road (Mary Gilmore Way to Gibbons Lane)

· Fairmans Lane (SH17 to Mirrool Road)

· Berry Jerry Lane (Marrar North Road to Rannock Road)

· McIntyres Lane (Marrar South Road to Junee boundary)

Maintenance
· McCormacks Lane (Berry Jerry Lane to Springwood Road)

· Freers Lane (Ariah Road to Rannock Road)

· Gilberts Lane (Hayes Lane to SH17)
· Fairmans Lane (SH17 to Mirrool Road)

· Ariah Road (Menzies Lane to East West Road)

· Mirrool Road (Fairmans Lane to Beckom Town)

· Berry Jerry Lane (Marrar North Road to Rannock Road)

· Millers Lane (Marrar North Road to end)

· Ariah Road (East West Road to Blairs Lane)
· Blairs Lane (Rannock Road to Dennis Lane)

· Dennis Lane (Blairs Lane to Mannings Lane)

· Mannings Lane (Dennis Lane to Rannock Road)

· Denyers Lane (Springwood Road to East West Road)

· Rands Tank Road (Ganmain Town to Wagga boundary)

ES2)
ARDLETHAN POOL UPGRADE

The Ardlethan Pool filtration upgrade has been completed, with only the commissioning and testing to take place.  The big and small pool now operates on their own separate filtration and pumping units with individual balance tank and screening systems. 

 

The commissioning and testing of the new filtration and pumping systems are to be completed by Friday 15th November, 2013 and the pool is scheduled for opening Saturday, 16th November, 2013.

ES3)
2013/2014 REPAIR PROGRAMME – COOLAMON ROAD RECONSTRUCTION (2.0-3.0KMS AND 5.3-7.5KMS)
Works involving the installation of additional culverts have been completed by Contractors in both sections of reconstruction.  It is anticipated reconstruction works on 2.0-3.0kms of Coolamon Road to commence in early December.  The 2.2km (5.3-7.5km) section of Coolamon Road will commence in early February 2014.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr Maslin that the Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services Reports (ES1 to ES3) be received.  277/11/2013
ES4)
NOXIOUS WEEDS OFFICER’S REPORT (N.02-01)

Noxious Weeds Officer Reports

· Mapping of the three Shires continued along all roads and lanes.  The largely dry conditions which prevailed during October served to reduce weed growth to the extent that many weeds have not germinated.  This is true for Spiny Burr Grass, Bathurst Burr, Johnson Grass, Coolatai Grass and Blue Heliotrope.  This is not to say these and other species will not occur this year.  If significant rainfall occurs (which is forecast), the majority certainly will.  The last of the African Boxthorns have been sprayed and the next spraying campaign will be against St John’s Wort.

· In line with the above reference to dry conditions, St John’s Wort’s distribution and stage will inevitably increase if significant rainfall is received.  The battle against this weed is being lost as it continues to expand into higher grazing land and into areas previously free of this weed.  Vectors responsible for this spread are domesticated and feral animals, machinery cultivation, water and wind.

· RENWA staff has been busy preparing for and attending the Temora, Illabo and Junee shows, manning stands and fielding questions.

· Chris Slinger also attended and reported on activities in the RENWA area at an EARNWAG meeting on 17th October, 2013.  Chris Slinger also attended a workshop on biological weed control on 22nd October, 2013 which was a most informative day.  Major outcomes from the workshop included:

· Confirmation that our current project with Bridal Creeper is working and that we now have two release sites which are operational and from which we can spread the rust and leaf hoppers to other target sites.  This will occur next year with the onset of moist, warm conditions.

· That a co-operative move by members of the EARWAG group to collect and spread Horehound Clear Wing Moths is in the early stages of planning.  This insect is having remarkable success in killing Horehound but is not abundant or widely spread.

· The third major outcome of the day was searching one of the release sites of Pattersons Curse that all six agents were defeated – evidence that will continue to canyon the massive job of reducing Pattersons Curse numbers in the local region.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the report be received.  278/11/2013
ES5)
PURCHASE OF ROAD (R.09-10, PF1615/1)
(
Council is in receipt of correspondence enquiring about the purchase of a road adjoining the applicant’s land.  The Road Reserve is classified as Council Public Road, is not recognised in Council’s Road Hierarchy System, is of no significance to Council and will not result in the land locking of any landholder. Attachment No. 10
As the Road Reserve has no formed road and is not maintained by Council, Council is only required to make application to close the road and then on closing, the department will sell the subject land.

Recommendation
That Council closes the Road Reserve along the eastern boundary of Lots 17, 18 and 19, DP 750847.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr Brill that Council closes the Road Reserve along the eastern boundary of Lots 17, 18 and 19, DP 750847.   279/11/2013
4.4
DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES’ REPORTS
HS1)
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS (B.05-01)
The following applications have been approved:-
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

19/2013
20/1078636 – 120 Cowabbie Street, Coolamon – Sign.
30/2013
1/22/758277 – 82 Cowabbie Street, Coolamon – Sign.
34/2013
77/750847 – Hare Street, Marrar – NBN Fixed Wireless Facility.
33/2013
211/750867 – 10 Ariah Street, Ardlethan – Flood Damage Repairs to Existing Dwelling.
COMPLYING DEVELOPMENT CONSENT

2013/38
33/249468 – 38 Stinson Street, Coolamon – Carport.
2013/41
3/44/758428 – 10 Moore Street, Ganmain – Garage.
2013/40
33/750846 – 3 Wattle Lane, Coolamon – Granny Flat.
2013/47
8/1072578 – 38 Booth Street, Coolamon – Dwelling.
2013/48
27/1096316 – 5 Hakea Drive, Coolamon – Dwelling.
2013/45
2/627633 – 36 Mann Street, Coolamon – Alterations & Additions to Dwelling.
Recommendation
For Council information.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr White that the report be received.   280/11/2013
HS2)
COOLAMON NYE STREET PARTY (C.09-38)

Correspondence has been received requesting that the current Alcohol Free Zone be temporarily removed whilst the New Year’s Eve Party is going on.  

This request has occurred over the last two street parties and is considered appropriate for the function being held.  

Council have the ability to suspend the Alcohol Free Zone provided the appropriate advertising and notification has taken place.  Police have been happy to patrol this change and have in the past been supportive.
Recommendation
That Council temporarily suspends the Alcohol Free Zone on 31st December, 2013 between the hours of 6.00pm and 11.00pm.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that Council temporarily suspends the Alcohol Free Zone on the 31st December, 2013 between the hours of 6.00pm and 11.00pm.   281/11/2013
HS3)
RELOCATED DWELLINGS (B.05-03)

Over recent times Council has seen an increase in the number of relocatable homes being approved in the Coolamon Shire.

(
The present style of these relocated dwellings has been the subject of discussion within Council and also some issues are now being raised by the public.  (See attachments).  Attachment No. 11.1
Accordingly a report was requested to consider and determine Council’s standards on the provision of relocated dwellings within our Shire.

HISTORY
Currently within the township of Ganmain there is a business operation that has been approved which permits the temporary location of dwellings prior to them being moved onto a new property.  This opportunity has seen developers purchase land and relocate dwellings onto land for quick sale or leasing.  
Previous to this business commencing the only relocatable dwellings that Council assessed were generally sourced by the owner and relocated at their request.  These were then lived in by the applicant and improved upon as a family home.
(
This situation has lead to a variety of standards in relation to the finished product.  An investigation of the relocatable dwellings approved over the last 10 years has been carried out with this evidence being provided to Council as an attachment.  Attachment No. 11.2
As can be seen there are varying standards of the finished product, generally dependent on whether or not the applicant is the person who eventually lives in the house.

Council, however, must be mindful of the benefits of increasing the town’s population/housing stock and maintaining a standard of development that satisfies the community.  This is reinforced by the aims of the Coolamon LEP 2011 that states one such aim as “to encourage a variety of housing types within Coolamon, including affordable housing to accommodate different levels of income and improve housing choice”.  (Section 1.2, Clause 2(f)).  Council, as always must conduct its assessment and approval process in a legal framework that allows individuals the opportunity to develop their property as they determine appropriate to their own needs.

POLICY

(
Council has in place policies and procedures that deal with relocated dwellings to ensure that the public is informed of the proposal and that the job is completed to a satisfactory standard.  Attached is a copy of the current policy which was last reviewed in 2009.  Attachment No. 11.3
Currently any proposed relocated dwelling is required to be notified to all adjoining neighbours and depending on the circumstances of the application, it may require notification further afield.  In addition to notification the applicant must provide:

· A $10,000 deposit is required prior to Council making a determination or approving any consent.  This money is not returned until the building is deemed finalised.  
· Photos of the existing elevations.

· Structural/Report from a Builder/Engineer.

· Pest Report.

On some occasions Council has returned a portion of this deposit provided that the exterior of the dwelling meets a satisfactory standard in relation to street appearance or an interim Occupancy Certificate has been issued.  The final amount of money is not returned until a final Occupancy Certificate has been granted.
Over the past several years the approval of these applications has been delegated to the General Manager provided that the application meets the above policy.

ASSESSMENT 

Whilst the houses vary in their final appearance, it appears that the garden surrounding the house makes a significant difference.  Council has always been reluctant to make the garden a condition of consent because they are subject to personal taste and become difficult to enforce when the applicant wishes to finalise the project and either move in or sell.

One option is to require all relocatable and transportable dwellings to undertake a Basix Certificate which requires some level of garden in the assessment process.  

Currently both relocatable dwellings and transportable dwellings can be managed without a Basix Report.  Council would therefore need to make this part of the policy that Council would consider in relation to the assessment of these dwellings.  

The Basix Certificate requires more than gardens to be considered and depending on orientation, eave overhang, design etc., can require additional items such as insulation, double glazing of windows, water tanks etc.  

Under the Local Government Act, the Council charter is to promote the principles of ecologically sustainable development and engage in long term strategic planning on behalf of the local community. (Chapter 3, Section 8).  Similarly under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, Council as the Consent Authority is to encourage ecologically sustainable development.  (Part 1, Section 5).
With this in mind Council has the ability to require a policy to address these matters and then make this part of the enforcement of the Development Consent.  

One of the recently approved applications was retrospectively provided with a Basix Report to see what this would impose on the applicant.  A copy of this has been provided in the attachments for you to consider.  Attachment No. 11.4
The reason for becoming aware of these implications is that this will become a contentious issue should Council make it a requirement of submission.  As it would be a local policy the strength lies in Councils continuation to enforce this new requirement.  

Council may wish to consider that certain areas within town can be excluded or discouraged from permitting relocatable dwellings.  For example along Cowabbie Street in Coolamon and Waterview Street in Ganmain.  Council’s current Subdivisions have covenants that do not permit relocatable dwellings and this has maintained the standard in these areas.  It may be worth considering extending any designated areas to include perimeters around these subdivisions. 

Council must be very careful in making any hard and fast rules in regard to designating specific areas where relocatable dwellings would not be permitted.  Council must provide the opportunity for people trying to undertake development on their land, provided it meets objectives around street amenity, sustainability etc.  

A sample of areas that Council may consider as designated areas where a more rigorous assessment and formal consent from Council is required has been included.  This is in light of the current process whereby assessment of relocatable dwellings has been delegated to the General Manager when no objections are received from the notification process.  Attachment No. 11.5
It is thought appropriate that this delegation could continue, however, for the higher profile areas around the towns and villages that a full assessment be provided by staff for Council consideration.
This may lead to developers becoming aware of the faster, easier approval process for houses relocated to less higher profile locations.  

Another issue raised in the submission to Council discusses the option of providing a brick perimeter from the ground to floor level for any new dwelling.  It should be noted that currently Council conditions these applications to provide for either a solid brick fender wall or alternatively a timber fender wall to ensure that the underside of the building cannot be observed and therefore create a detrimental front appearance.  The current transportable homes are only required to provide a timber fender wall and this seems to be a relatively consistent approach throughout the State.  
Council could make this a requirement of the policy, however, there may be some circumstances where it is considered appropriate to provide a timber fender wall.  In light of the above consideration to identify areas where a more rigorous assessment and scrutiny would be carried out, that in these areas a brick fender wall be a requirement.
SUMMARY
The ability to relocate a dwelling within the Coolamon Shire should not be removed, however, it should be controlled to such a degree as not to impact on the streetscape.  The dwellings should also be required to meet modern construction standards in relation to sustainability.
Recommendation
That Council amends the existing policy to provide the following additional requirements:
1)
That Council requires all relocatable and transportable dwellings located in the identified zone to be provided with a brick fender wall with an appropriately designed footing around the perimeter of the dwelling.  

2)
That all Development Applications relating to relocatable and transportable dwellings must be provided with a Basix Certificate.

3)
That all proposed relocatable and transportable dwellings located in the designated areas are required to be approved by Council.  All others can be assessed under delegated authority by the General Manager, provided no objections are received during the notification process.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Maslin that Council amends the existing policy to provide the following additional requirements:      282/11/2013
1)
That Council requires all relocatable and transportable dwellings located in the identified zone to be provided with a brick fender wall with an appropriately designed footing around the perimeter of the dwelling.  

2)
That all Development Applications relating to relocatable and transportable dwellings must be provided with a Basix Certificate.

3)
That all proposed relocatable and transportable dwellings located in the designated areas are required to be approved by Council.  All others can be assessed under delegated authority by the General Manager, provided no objections are received during the notification process.

The Mayor called for a division

Those voting in favour:
All present

Those voting against:
 
Nil
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OBJECTIVES
e To protect the visual amenities of the towns and villages within the Coolamon Shire
Council.

o To satisfy Council’s obligation of meeting the principles of Ecologically Sustainable
Development in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979.

GENERAL

1) All relocatable dwellings and manufactured homes that are proposed to be located
within the Designated Areas (see below) shall be provided with a brick fender wall
with an appropriately designed footing around the perimeter of the dwelling.

2) All Development Applications relating to relocatable dwellings and manufactured
homes are to be provided with a BASIX Certificate, issued in accordance with the
State Environmental Planning Policy {Building Sustainability Index: BASIX) 2004. Prior
to final occupancy being granted, the applicant must provide evidence to Council
that the development is in full compliance with the applicable BASIX Certificate.

3) All relocatable dwellings and manufactured homes that are proposed to be located
within the Designated Areas are required to be approved by Council. Applications
refating to relocatable dwellings and manufactured homes located outside of the
Designated Areas can be assessed under delegated authority by the General
Manager, provided no objections are received during the notification process.

4) The proposed building shall conform to the amenity of the area when required
works have been completed.

RELOCATABLE DWELLINGS

5) A payment of a bond of $10,000 shall be submitted with the Construction
Certificate. The bond will be returned upon the finalisation of the building to
Council's satisfaction.

6) A time limit of nine months to finalise the building be applied to the Development
Application. Should the application not be finished within nine months then a
review of building works shall be carried out.

7) An Engineer's certification shall be provided that the building proposed to be moved
meets the Australian Standard and is structurally adequate.

8) A report from an appropriately qualified professional shall be provided that indicates
the proposed relocatable dwelling is free from pest infestation and/or damage.

9) All external materials must be completed to a satisfactory standard.
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HS4)
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 35/2013 – UNDERCOVER OUTDOOR AREA - LOT 1, DP 911683 & LOT 2, DP 529070 – 160 COWABBIE STREET, COOLAMON (PF1155)

Council are in receipt of a development application to construct an undercover outdoor area at 160 Cowabbie Street Coolamon. The proposed works are for residential purposes only.

· A copy of the proposal has been attached.  Attachment No. 12.1
The application is before Council due to the scale of the proposed structure in relation to the existing residence. Prior to the submission of the application, Council staff together with representatives of Coolamon Steelworks (the supplier of the structure) met with the applicant to discuss the proposal.

These discussions were based around ensuring that any structure did not become a dominant feature of both the individual property and the wider streetscape. Specifically this proposal would have featured a large, open steel structure flanked by two comparatively small fibro-clad structures that make up the dwelling, each with a conflicting roof style. The conflicting designs combined with the uncompromising scale of the proposed structure would have been further detriment to the streetscape considering the reasonably shallow front setback of the existing residence.

· Photos of the existing residence and streetscape have been attached.  

Attachment No. 12.2
Based on these discussions, the applicant has committed to a staged development, with Stage 1 consisting of the new structure only. Stage 2 will consist of a continuation of the new roofline to the room on the northern end, whilst Stage 3 will continue the roofline to the south, essentially re-roofing the original residence. This is reflected in the attached plans.

In terms of compliance the proposal meets all legislated aspects of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, and the Coolamon Local Environmental Plan 2011. Council still however have a duty of care in ensuring that acceptable design is considered as part of any development assessment. In essence, the plans as submitted have a bulk and scale that is not in keeping with the surrounding streetscape.

For this reason it is believed that additional design considerations need to be incorporated in the final roof design, specifically with regards to breaking up the 21m of straight gable. This could be achieved in a number of ways including the provision of Dutch gables along the front elevation, providing hip ends to either end of the roof, or combinations of these options.

· Examples of some suggested design options have been attached.  Attachment No. 12.3
Council has previously set a precedent for similar design intervention as a means of creating and maintaining a more cohesive and visually appealing streetscape. One such example can be found at a neighbouring premises (156 Cowabbie Street), whereby concessions were made for a carport to be provided within the front setback area on the provision that a gable roof design was employed over an original skillion roof proposal.

In summary it considered reasonable and consistent for Council to require additional design considerations, especially as a means of streetscape enhancement. Concessions regarding the scale of the structure should therefore be accepted provided that the applicant maintains a commitment to pre-construction design incorporations. This can be enforced via conditions of consent.

NOTE: A Division of Council is required.

Recommendation

That Council approve the application subject to the following conditions of consent:

The development shall be undertaken in accordance with the plans and supporting documentation lodged in respect of this application except where varied by the following conditions.

Prior to Construction:

1)
Prior to construction of the approved development it is necessary to obtain a Construction Certificate. A Construction Certificate may be issued either by Council or an appropriately accredited certifier. A separate application, complete with detailed plans and specification must be submitted and approved prior to any work on site.

2)
Amended Plans for Stages 2 and 3 are to be submitted to Council for approval prior to the commencement of construction. These plans shall incorporate additional design considerations for the proposed roofline, and are to specifically feature hip ends and/or a Dutch gable, or a combination of both design features. Additional design considerations may be considered by Council’s Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environment.

3)
A timeline of the proposed construction phases incorporating each stage of the development shall be submitted to Council’s Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environment prior to the commencement of construction. The timeline should give a clear indication as to the anticipated commencement and completion dates of each stage.

During Construction:

4)
For the purpose of inspection, twenty-four (24) hours notice must be given to the Principal Building Surveyor in respect of the following works for reasons of required inspections:-

i)
Footing;

ii)
Slab and other Steel Reinforcement;

iii)
Frame (including roof trusses where applicable);

iv)
Stormwater;

v)
Final prior to occupation.

5)
Construction work shall take place during normal working hours, namely 7.00a.m. to 5.00 p.m. Mondays to Fridays and 8.00a.m. to 1.00p.m. Saturdays (no work on Sundays or Public Holidays) and in a manner so as not cause a nuisance (by the generation unreasonable noise or other activity) to the owners and/or residents of adjoining properties.

6)
Site signage shall apply, and must be erected on the site in a prominent, visible position, stating that unauthorised entry to the site is not permitted.  It should show the name of the builder or another person responsible for the site and a telephone number at which the builder or other persons can be contacted outside working hours.  Any structures erected to meet requirements of this condition must be removed when it is no longer required for the purposes for which it was erected.

7)
Building and construction materials, plant, equipment and the like are not to be placed or stored at any time on Council’s footpath or roadway.

8)
Provision shall be made on site for the proper storage and disposal of waste such that no builder’s waste shall be left in the open.  Specific attention should be given to items which are subject to relocation by the action of wind, e.g. paper, sheets of iron, ridge capping, cement and lime bags and the like.

9)
Care shall be taken to ensure all existing plumbing and drainage lines are protected from damage during construction.  Should any existing pipelines be affected by the building work then they will need to be re-laid clear of the building alignment and in accordance with the requirements of Australian Standards 3500.  Full details of this work must be submitted to and approved by Council prior to proceeding

10)
All timber framework is to comply with the National Timber Framing Code AS 1684 – 2006.

11)
The building addition or attachment shall not compromise any existing termite barrier. All new work must ensure that the integrity of the existing termite barrier is maintained at all times.

12)
The building addition or attachment shall not compromise the structural design or integrity of any portion of the existing building.

Following Construction:
13)
The stormwater is to be discharged to the kerb and gutter at the front of the property.  Alternatively, stormwater may be discharged to the rear lane, with the end of the pipe shall be suitably protected.

14)
The applicant is to obtain an Occupation Certificate pursuant to Section 109C of the EP&A Act 1979, as amended, from either Council or an Accredited Certifying Authority at the completion of the works to certify that works have been completed in accordance with the applicable standards of this consent.

Councillor Hutcheon declared a pecuniary interest in (HS4) due to his Company being engaged to provide the structure to the applicant and left the Council meeting at 4.05pm.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr Maslin that Council approves the application subject to the following conditions of consent:  283/11/2013
The development shall be undertaken in accordance with the plans and supporting documentation lodged in respect of this application except where varied by the following conditions.

Prior to Construction:

1)
Prior to construction of the approved development it is necessary to obtain a Construction Certificate. A Construction Certificate may be issued either by Council or an appropriately accredited certifier. A separate application, complete with detailed plans and specification must be submitted and approved prior to any work on site.

2)
Amended Plans for Stages 2 and 3 are to be submitted to Council for approval prior to the commencement of construction. These plans shall incorporate additional design considerations for the proposed roofline, and are to specifically feature hip ends and/or a Dutch gable, or a combination of both design features. Additional design considerations may be considered by Council’s Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environment.

3)
A timeline of the proposed construction phases incorporating each stage of the development shall be submitted to Council’s Deputy General Manager, Planning & Environment prior to the commencement of construction. The timeline should give a clear indication as to the anticipated commencement and completion dates of each stage.

During Construction:

4)
For the purpose of inspection, twenty-four (24) hours notice must be given to the Principal Building Surveyor in respect of the following works for reasons of required inspections:-

i)
Footing;

ii)
Slab and other Steel Reinforcement;

iii)
Frame (including roof trusses where applicable);

iv)
Stormwater;

v)
Final prior to occupation.

5)
Construction work shall take place during normal working hours, namely 7.00a.m. to 5.00 p.m. Mondays to Fridays and 8.00a.m. to 1.00p.m. Saturdays (no work on Sundays or Public Holidays) and in a manner so as not cause a nuisance (by the generation unreasonable noise or other activity) to the owners and/or residents of adjoining properties.

6)
Site signage shall apply, and must be erected on the site in a prominent, visible position, stating that unauthorised entry to the site is not permitted.  It should show the name of the builder or another person responsible for the site and a telephone number at which the builder or other persons can be contacted outside working hours.  Any structures erected to meet requirements of this condition must be removed when it is no longer required for the purposes for which it was erected.

7)
Building and construction materials, plant, equipment and the like are not to be placed or stored at any time on Council’s footpath or roadway.

8)
Provision shall be made on site for the proper storage and disposal of waste such that no builder’s waste shall be left in the open.  Specific attention should be given to items which are subject to relocation by the action of wind, e.g. paper, sheets of iron, ridge capping, cement and lime bags and the like.

9)
Care shall be taken to ensure all existing plumbing and drainage lines are protected from damage during construction.  Should any existing pipelines be affected by the building work then they will need to be re-laid clear of the building alignment and in accordance with the requirements of Australian Standards 3500.  Full details of this work must be submitted to and approved by Council prior to proceeding

10)
All timber framework is to comply with the National Timber Framing Code AS 1684 – 2006.

11)
The building addition or attachment shall not compromise any existing termite barrier. All new work must ensure that the integrity of the existing termite barrier is maintained at all times.

12)
The building addition or attachment shall not compromise the structural design or integrity of any portion of the existing building.

Following Construction:

13)
The stormwater is to be discharged to the kerb and gutter at the front of the property.  Alternatively, stormwater may be discharged to the rear lane, with the end of the pipe shall be suitably protected.

14)
The applicant is to obtain an Occupation Certificate pursuant to Section 109C of the EP&A Act 1979, as amended, from either Council or an Accredited Certifying Authority at the completion of the works to certify that works have been completed in accordance with the applicable standards of this consent.

The Mayor called for a division.

Those voting in favour:
All present

Those voting against:

Nil
Councillor Hutcheon returned to the Council meeting at 4.15pm.

5)
REPORTS:
DELEGATES/MAYOR/COUNCILLORS
There were no reports.

6)
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NOXIOUS WEEDS MEETING OF COOLAMON, JUNEE & TEMORA HELD 29TH OCTOBER, 2013.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Huxtable and seconded by Clr Beard that the Recommendations of the Noxious Weeds Meeting of Coolamon, Junee & Temora held 29th October, 2013 be adopted.  284/11/2013
7)
MINUTES OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 6TH NOVEMBER, 2013.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Brill and seconded by Clr Huxtable that the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held 6th November, 2013 be adopted.         285/11/2013
8)
DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Maslin and seconded by Clr Huxtable that the December 2013 meeting be held on Thursday 12th December, 2013 commencing at 2.00pm.  286/11/2013
Meeting Closed at 4.30pm.
Confirmed and signed during the Meeting held this 12th day of December, 2013.

......................................................
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