MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SHIRE OF COOLAMON HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COOLAMON ON THE 15TH OCTOBER, 2015.


Meeting commenced at 2.00pm.
BUSINESS:

1)
Apologies

2)
a.
Confirmation of Minutes of the Meeting held 17th September, 2015.


b.
Matters arising out of Minutes. (Not elsewhere reported)

3)
Correspondence



a.
Agenda A (Information Only)


b.
Agenda B

4)
General Manager’s Report



4.1
General Manager’s Report



4.2
Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services’ Report



4.3
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services’ Report



4.4
Manager, Planning & Environmental Services’ Report

5)
Reports:    Delegates/Mayor/Councillors
6)
Recommendations of the Coolamon Shire Annual Events Funding Program Meeting held 29th September, 2015.

PRESENT:
Clrs Seymour (Chairman), Logan, Brill, White, Beard, McCann and Hutcheon.
STAFF:
General Manager; Executive Manager, Corporate & Community Services; Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services; Finance Manager and Manager, Planning & Environmental Services.
APOLOGIES:
Clr Maslin and Clr Huxtable
1)
APOLOGIES


RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr White that the apologies of Clr Maslin and Clr Huxtable be accepted.  218/10/2015
2a)
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 17TH SEPTEMBER, 2015.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Brill and seconded by Clr McCann that the Minutes of the Meeting held 17th September, 2015 as circulated be confirmed and adopted.  219/10/2015
2b)
MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES

3)
CORRESPONDENCE
AGENDA A (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
1a)
INFORMATION PAPERS
(
The following papers have been distributed with Council’s supplementary material as being matters of information/interest to Councillors.  If Councillors desire any further information on the matters distributed then that can be raised with the General Manager.  Attachment No. 1
1)
NSW Shires Association Weekly Circulars 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40.
2)
Minutes of the Advance Marrar Committee Meeting held 21st July, 2015.
3)
Minutes of the Advance Ganmain Committee Meeting held 7th October, 2015.

2a)
ACTIVITY REPORTS

1)
Coolamon Shire Multi Service Outlet Coordinator’s Monthly Report for the month of September 2015.
2)
Operating Statistics of the Coolamon Shire Library for September 2015.

General Manager’s Note
(
The above reports are operating reports only for use by Senior Staff. They are submitted to Council as part of Agenda A for information only.  Attachment No. 2
3a)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW (L.07-01, SC272)
Forwarding a copy of the Annual Report for the period 1st July, 2014 to 30th June, 2015.

General Manager’s Note
(
A copy of the Annual Report has been tabled for the information of Councillors.

4a)
DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT (C.11-06, SC142)
Advising that they have recently released the State of Regional Australia 2015 Report.

General Manager’s Note
(
A copy of the Report has been tabled for the information of Councillors.

AGENDA B

1b)
NSW ROADSIDE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – TRAVELLING STOCK RESERVES (l.02-05, SC267)
Travelling Stock Reserves (TSRs) are parcels of Crown land reserved under legislation for use by travelling stock.  Council has been provided with the Draft Statewide Planning Framework for TSRs to support the future management of this land.
(
Coolamon Shire Council has an extensive TSR Network under its control.  Public comments are welcome up until Tuesday, 3rd November, 2015.  A copy of the information and web link is provided for your information.  Attachment No. 3
2b)
MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (W.01-04, SC435)

Forwarding a copy of the Murray Darling Association’s 2014-15 Annual Report.

General Manager’s Note
(
A copy of the report is tabled for the information of Councillors.

3b)
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA (I.03-08, SC244)

Forwarding a copy of RDA Riverina Overview 2014-2015.

General Manager’s Note
(
A copy of the report is tabled for the information of Councillors.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr White that the correspondence in Agenda A and Agenda B be received.  220/10/2015
4)
GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS

4.1)
GENERAL MANAGER REPORTS

GM1)
ASSET MANAGEMENT UPDATE (A.11-01, SC33)
Council has continued to undertake a review of its Asset Management Policies and Procedures.

Asset Management is at the core of what Council do, be it managing roads, buildings, plant, equipment and significant infrastructure such as pools, sewerage treatment plants etc.  In order to undertake this efficiently and effectively, Council needs to understand its assets and set in place policies, procedures and processes to ensure that they are maintained and operational.  

The recent Fit for Future Reforms has seen a focus on Council’s Asset Management processes and a need to be accountable for what information is provided.
As a result of this the Office of Local Government will be undertaking an audit of Council’s Schedule 7 which is the mechanism for how Council reports its assets and any backlog.  

Council has commenced three separate stages associated with Asset Management and they are listed as follows:

· Asset Management System (AMS) – a new AMS has been sourced and a contract with BizeAsset has commenced. This new system will link our engineering and spatial asset data, with our financial system (Authority). Installation of the new software (with CSC data) and training for staff is due to commence on Monday 12th October, for three days. 

· Ongoing development of CSC Asset Management – a range of new policies are currently being developed, to better define Councils Asset Management processes and practices. These policies are currently in draft format and will be forwarded to Council for approval in due course. Further work is also being done on CSC spatial datasets, to ensure all major asset classes have been captured, for inclusion in the new system.

· Office of Local Government (OLG) Asset Management Audit – the OLG is rolling out a three staged asset management audit over the next two years.

(
(See attached).  Attachment No. 4
· Stage One - involves Council undertaking a self-assessment of their asset management system and processes (currently being prepared), this will be followed by Local Government auditors undertaking a formal audit Of Council during November 2015. 
· Stage Two - the OLG will review and update the report on Infrastructure Assets (Special Schedule 7) and the IP&R Guidelines and Manual by December 2015. Following on from here a new Infrastructure Audit Framework will be developed by March 2016.
· Stage Three – Councils will be required to report on 2015/2016 Financial Statements using the newly revised Special Schedule 7 and IP&R Guidelines and Manual. Councils will be audited on the revised Special Schedule 7, using the new Audit Framework.

Recommendation
For Council information.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Brill that the report be received.   221/10/2015
GM2)
UP-TO-DATE STORE COMMITTEE – VIDEO HISTORY OF COOLAMON (H.04-06, SC232)
Council will recall that a loan of $20,000 was granted to the Up-to-Date Store Committee to develop a video history of Coolamon based around the 1956 Back to Coolamon and the 1981 Centenary.  

(
This video has now been developed and is on sale for $25.00.  The video has been tabled for Council’s information.  The proceeds from the sale of this video will be used to repay the loan.
This will provide an excellent pictorial history of the development of the township of Coolamon and surrounding district.

Recommendation

For Council information.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr White that Council congratulate the Up to Date Store Committee for the work undertaken in relation to the production of the DVD.   222/10/2015
GM3)
2015/16 CLUB GRANTS (S.08-01, SC377)
An opportunity exists for Councils to submit an Expression of Interest into the 2015/16 Club Grants Category for Sport & Recreation.

This is seen as an opportunity to source funding to make improvements to the pool facilities.  As Council are aware this has been an ongoing programme whereby Council has been attempting to upgrade the current pool facilities in each of the Shire towns.  

Eligible projects must be between $500,000 and $1,000,000 and are required to commence by the 30th April, 2016 and to be completed by the 30th April, 2018.

Council proposes to put an application together for improvements to the Ganmain Pool Infrastructure such as filtration, pumping etc., the amenities and building and the provision of solar power/heating.

In Ardlethan the Amenities buildings can be revitalized.  An opportunity also exists for disabled access to the junior pools in all three towns pools within the Shire.  

Applications for the Expression of Interest closed on the 8th October, 2015.  This is the first step in the process with the successful applications being invited to submit a full application by the 17th November, 2015.

Recommendation
For Council information.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr McCann that Council endorse the submission of the Expression of Interest and if invited, Council submit an application.   223/10/2015
GM4)
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST (P.02-01, SC296)
(
In accordance with Section 450A of the Local Government Act, all Pecuniary Interest forms that have been returned are tabled for the information of Council.

Recommendation
That the report be noted.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr Brill that the report be noted.   224/10/2015
GM5)
COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL CROWN RESERVE RESERVES TRUST – LEASE TO BERRY – OLD COOLAMON FIRE STATION (LD34/63, LF414)
Commins Hendriks have forwarded the Lease Agreement between Coolamon Shire Council Crown Reserve Reserves Trust and CJ & JC Berry for the lease of the Old Coolamon Fire Station.  The document is required to be signed and executed with the Common Seal of Council.

Recommendation
(
That the Lease Agreement between Coolamon Shire Council Crown Reserve Reserves Trust and CJ & JC Berry for the lease of the Old Coolamon Fire Station be signed and executed under the Common Seal of Council.
GM6)
ALLAWAH RETIREMENT VILLAGE CONTRACTS (LD129/48, LF406)

The Allawah Retirement Village Contract in respect of occupancy of Unit 18 by Colin and Jean Young is now available for sealing by Council.

Recommendation 

That the Seal of Council be affixed to the Allawah Retirement Village Contract for Colin and Jean Young.
GM7)
LEASE TO THE MARRAR TENNIS CLUB (LD34/48)

Commins Hendriks have forwarded a Lease Agreement between Council and the Marrar Tennis Club Incorporated for lease of Part Crown Reserve No. 37447 being 7006/96255, 1/10/758650 and 1/7/758650 known as Marrar Recreation Reserve.  The document is now required to be signed under the Seal of Council.

Recommendation
That the Seal of Council be affixed to the Lease Agreement between Council and the Marrar Tennis Club for land known as the Marrar Recreation Reserve.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Hutcheon that the Seal of Council be affixed to:  225/10/2015
1)
The Lease Agreement between Coolamon Shire Council Crown Reserve Reserves Trust and CJ & JC Berry for the lease of the Old Coolamon Fire Station

2)
The Allawah Retirement Village Contract for Colin and Jean Young.

3)
The Lease Agreement between Council and the Marrar Tennis Club for land known as the Marrar Recreation Reserve.

GM8)
YITHAN LANDFILL PROJECT (G.01-12, SC519)
(
Council have received correspondence from the Mayor of Griffith City Council explaining that Griffith Council will be organizing a Community Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 4th November, 2015 at 5.30pm.  A copy of the invitation has been provided for Council’s information.  Attachment No. 7
At this meeting Griffith Council has invited Ms Renee Doyle to give a presentation and will invite experts to speak at the meeting regarding the effects of Phylloxera, aquifers, fruit fly and other biosecurity issues.  It appears that no invitation has been provided to the Proponent of the Project.

Griffith City Council is not an adjacent neighbour to the proposal, however, they have expressed concerns over potential impacts that this proposal may have on their communities.  A similar position was taken during the previous proposal of the late 1990’s.  

Council’s position in relation to this matter has always been to await the submission of a Development Application so all information can be presented to Council and a considered position determined.  

This does not stop Council hearing the views that people or oganisations may have in regard to this matter.  

Recommendation
For Council consideration.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Brill that the report be received.   226/10/2015
GM9)
LGNSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE (l.07-04, SC484)

Council Representatives including the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager attended the LGNSW Annual Conference.  Guest Speakers included the Premier, Bruce Baird and the Minister for Local Government, Paul Toole.  Both of which spoke about the current environment surrounding Local Government Reform and made it clear that they would be making a decision about the future of Councils prior to Christmas.  The language was strong about needing to amalgamate.

In regard to the administrative side of the Conference our motion on reviewing the Rural Fire Act was endorsed, but time ran out before our issue on volunteering could be considered.
Recommendation

For Council information.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Hutcheon and seconded by Clr White that the report be received.    227/10/2015
At this point it was decided to move forward to the Manager, Planning & Environmental Services’ Report (HS4) for consideration.

HS4)
COOLAMON SWIMMING POOL (S.19-03, SC405)
(
Council are in receipt of correspondence from the Coolamon Swimming Pool lease-holder confirming their intention to operate the facility for the upcoming season. A copy of the correspondence is attached.  Attachment No. 9
As indicated within the correspondence, a user survey was undertaken towards the end of last season. The primary reason for the survey was for the operator to obtain feedback on how they could provide a better facility for the upcoming season should they elect to proceed with their lease option. 2 main issues were raised by the survey; a lack of shade and opening hours.

With regards to shade, Council were successful in obtaining funding through the NSW Cancer Institute for 3 stand-alone shade structures and an additional shade sail in front of the kiosk. These are currently being constructed and will be ready for the upcoming season.

In terms of opening hours, issues were raised throughout last season and are being raised once more in the lead-up to the 2015-16 swimming season. In August 2013, Council resolved that the minimum opening hours for the Coolamon Pool would be as follows:

· Monday to Friday (Outside School Holidays) – 2.00pm to 6.00pm

· Saturday, Sunday, Public Holidays and School Holidays – 10.00am to 12.30pm and 1.00pm to 6.00pm

As can be seen from the correspondence received by Council, the lease-holder is proposing

· Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings – 7.00am to 9.00am

· Monday to Friday (Outside School Holidays) – 10.30am to 6.00pm

· Saturday, Sunday, Public Holidays and School Holidays – 11.30am to 6.00pm or later, dependant on heat on which case the pool could remain open longer.

In summary, the proposed hours differ from Council’s minimum requirements as follows:

· There is provision for morning swims on 3 days per week, for a total of 6 hours per week.

· The lease-holder proposes to open ½ hour later on Mon-Fri outside of school holidays on the basis of the public having access to the morning swims.

· On weekends, public holidays and school holidays the pool would open 1 hour later, however it would remain open through until close instead of a ½ hour lunch closure.
Upon consideration of the above, the proposed opening hours offer a reasonable compromise in ensuring that the pool is accessible to the majority of residents (not necessarily all) when it is most needed.

Furthermore, the correspondence received from the lease-holder seeks a review of the current retainer ($8500 per season) on the basis of the community seeking a broader spread of opening hours. The lease-holder has specifically stated that an increase in the retainer would primarily be used to employ an additional staff member.

Records also indicate that the current $8500 retainer has been in place since the commencement of the 2007/08 season, or for the past 8 seasons. Prior to this the retainer was $7000 per season.

Council therefore have several reasons to suggest that a review of the retainer is required. Prior to a review it is important to note that the retainer assists the lease-holder with their contractual obligations, including:

· Training/certification. This includes Bronze Medallion/Lifesaver, first aid and resuscitation certificates

· Provision of kiosk stock and equipment (i.e. fridges, freezers, cooking equipment, etc).

· A 2 week start-up period prior to the season commencing and a 2 week shut-down period once the season has concluded.

· General yard maintenance (i.e. mowing, watering, weeding, spraying etc.) throughout the season. Council provide an initial yard tidy prior to the commencement of the season, and a further tidy prior to the school swimming carnival period.

· Pump and filtration operation and monitoring.

It is noted staffing has not necessarily been a factor in the past with regards to how the retainer is set.

Outside of the retainer, Council provide the following:

· All water and electricity.

· All water quality consumables (chemicals, parts, etc.).

· Public liability insurance for the lease-holder.

· Bulk sunscreen for pool users.

· Access to the inflatable.

In summary it is considered reasonable that Council review its current retainer. Council must be mindful however that there are 3 pools throughout the Shire, and any review would need to capture the leases of these facilities as well. The following options are therefore given:

1)
Maintain the retainer at its current rate of $8500 per season.

2)
Increase the retainer to $10,000 with no additional amendment to the Contracts.

3)
Increase the retainer to $10,000 for the Coolamon Swimming Pool on the provision that the additional morning openings become a contractual requirement. The Ardlethan and Ganmain pools would have the option of maintaining the current $8500 retainer with no change to the Contract, or receive the higher retainer but with a requirement for additional opening hours.
Recommendation
For Council consideration.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr White that the Tied Grant Deed in relation to the operation of the Coolamon Shire Swimming Pools be set at $8,500 for the current defined hours as per Resolution No. 209/08/2013 with an option to an additional $1,500 provided the pools are opened an additional 2 hours per morning prior to 9.00am, 3 days per week.  228/10/2015
Councillor Bruce Hutcheon left the meeting at 2.50pm.
4.2
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES’ REPORTS

CS1)
FINANCE REPORT AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER, 2015
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Logan and seconded by Clr Brill that the Finance Report be received.   229/10/2015
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29/05/2015 |Bankwest Term Deposit S 1,000,000 3.00% 26/10/2015
27/05/2015 |[NAB Term Deposit ) 1,000,000 181 2.88% 24/11/2015
12/06/2015 |Bank of Queensland Term Deposit S 1,000,000 215 2.95% 13/01/2016
1/02/2015 |Beyond Bank Term Deposit ) 1,000,000 365 3.60% 1/02/2016
18/08/2015 |NAB Term Deposit S 1,000,000 180 2.85% 16/02/2016
20/08/2015 [NAB Term Deposit S 1,000,000 182 2.88% 18/02/2016
4/09/2015 |AMP Term Deposit S 500,000 180 2.90% 2/03/2016
8/09/2015 |ING Direct Term Deposit S 1,000,000 182 2.83% 8/03/2016
21/03/2015 |Beyond Bank Term Deposit S 1,700,000 366 3.30% 21/03/2016
23/03/2015 |Beyond Bank Term Deposit S 1,000,000 | 366 3.30% 23/03/2016
28/07/2015 |NAB Term Deposit S 1,000,000 273 2.85% 26/04/2016
11/08/2015 |AMP Term Deposit S 2,000,000 274 2.90% 11/05/2016
21/08/2015 |AMP Term Deposit S 1,000,000 270 2.90% 17/05/2016
TOTALINVESTED |$ 14,200,000

| hereby certify that the above investments have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act
1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council's Investment Policies.

Allawah Village - Loan-Licence
Section 94 Contributions

Specific Purpose Unexpended Grants & Contributions

Sewerage Fund
Waste Management

?/Emantha Jennings, Finance Manager}

RESTRICTED CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS & INVESTMENTS
ESTIMATED EXTERNAL RESTRICTIONS AS AT 30TH JUNE, 2015
Allawah Lodge - Accommodation Bonds/Payments

wr U N nn

2,751,503.29
3,195,773.00
254,331.91
1,585,440.78
732,836.76

S 8,519,885.74

ESTIMATED INTERNAL RESTRICTIONS & UNRESTRICTED AT 30TH JUNE, 2015

Asset/Plant Replacement
Employees Leave Entitlements

Deferred Works

Asset Management (inc. unrestricted cash)

Swimming Pools

Rehabiliation of Gravel Pits

s
$
S
S
$
s

1,121,854.93
1,008,000.00
225,000.00
2,683,259.33
15,000.00
127,000.00

$ 5,180,114.26

$ 13,700,000.00
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INCOME STATEMENT
for the period 1st July 2015 to 30th June 2016
2015/2016 2014/2015
SEPTEMBER 2015 AUGUST 2015 JULY 2015 BUDGET UNAUDITED
Income from continuing operations
Revenue:
Rates & annual charges 3,250,113.34 3,251,085.77 3,257,246.13 3,191,226.45 3,140,509.29
User charges & fees 678,041.15 472,679.84 269,152.39 2,568,824.00 2,591,689.32
Interest and investment revenue 125,112.09 105,413.69 37,630.55 376,441.70 456,411.51
Other revenues 119,108.77 89,359.68 38,217.34 539,774.82 674,350.45
Grants & contributions provided for operating
purposes 2,332,897.31 2,326,188.98 1,610,322.23 5,249,699.50 4,863,125.30
Grants & contributions provided for capital
purposes 7,609.00 2,409.00 0.00 1,539,000.00 1,460,147.56
Internals 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other income:
Net gain from the disposal of assets 240,553.45 240,553.45 45,043.18 1,995.95 17,412.57
Total revenues from continuing operations 6,753,435.11 6,487,690.41 5,257,611.82 13,466,962.43 13,203,646.00
Expenses from continuing operations
Employee benefits and on-costs 1,296,896.04 950,155.84 501,079.49 4,865,404.04 4,442,997.93
Borrowing costs 31.15 0.00 0.00 59,455.65 67,132.52
Materials & contracts 631,329.57 430,285.95 265,025.84 1,943,054.00 2,557,184.36
Depreciation & amortisation 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,618,578.56 2,675,142 .46
Other expenses 572,774.36 439,677.52 407,647.09 1,500,728.93 1,431,379.39
Total expenses from continuing operations 2,501,031.12 1,820,119.31 1,173,752.42 10,987,221.17 11,173,836.66
Operating result from continuing operations 4,252,403.99 4,667,571.10 4,083,859.40 2,479,741.26 2,029,809.34
Net operating result for the year before grants
and contributions provided for capital
purposes 4,244,794.99 4,665,162.10 4,083,859.40 940,741.26 569,661.78
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INCOME STATEMENT BY FUND

September 2016

CONSOLIDATED
GENERAL FUND

SEWERAGE FUND |

Income from continuing operations
Revenue:

Rates & annual charges

User charges & fees

Interest and investment revenue

Other revenues

Grants & contributions provided for operating
purposes

Grants & contributions provided for capital
purposes

Internals

Other income:

Net gain from the disposal of assets

Total revenues from continuing operations

Expenses from continuing operations
Employee benefits and on-costs

Borrowing costs

Materials & contracts

Depreciation & amortisation

Other expenses

Total expenses from continuing operations

Operating result from continuing operations

Net operating result for the year before grants
and contributions provided for capital
purposes

2,787,576.25
670,841.15
124,493.46
118,271.77

2,332,897.31

7,609.00
0.00

240,553.45

6,282,242.39

1,258,944.28
3115
590,135.06
0.00
563,199.64

2,412,310.13

3,869,932.26

3,862,323.26

382,471.7
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BALANCE SHEET
for the period 1st July 2015 to 30th June 2016
2015-2016
BUDGET (ADJ FOR 2014/2015
SEPTEMBER 2015 AUGUST 2015 JULY 2015 OPENING BALS) UNAUDITED
ASSETS
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents 525,832.02 1,553,862.58 1,303,526.39 (1,189,790.89)
Investments 14,200,000.00 13,700,000.00 12,700,000.00 13,700,000.00 13,700,000.00
Receivables 3,022,637.73 3,297,334.05 4,028,059.41 1,170,475.21 1,195,475.21
Inventories 450,597.14 442,851.03 441,399.49 1,725,445.18 449,546.18
Other
Total current assets 18,199,066.89 18,994,047.66 18,472,985.29 15,406,129.50 15,345,021.39
Non-current assets
Investments
Receivables 10,585.00 10,585.00 10,585.00 7,628.00 10,585.00
Inventories 1,941.00 1,941.00 1,941.00 1,941.00 1,941.00
Infastructure, property, plant & equipment 200,799,537.95 200,483,640.43 200,143,429.47 205,025,122.10 199,999,046.62
Accumulated Dep'n - Infrastructure, PP&E (40,045,574.94) (40,045,574.94) (40,045,574.94) (46,509,171.56) (40,045,574.94)
Other . . Co
Total non-current assets 160,766,489.01 160,450,591.49 160,110,380.53 158,525,519.54 159,965,997.68

Total assets

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities
Payables

Overdraft

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total current liabilities

Non-current liabilities
Payables

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total non-current liabilities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

Net assets

EQUITY

Retained earnings
Reserves

Internal Assets/Liabilities
Total equity

178,965,555.90

179,444,639.15

178,583,365.82

173,931,649.04

175,311,019.07

6,647,428.13

6,513,237.05 6,578,094.36 6,300,294.10 6,698,244.71 .
L o ‘ 465,752.75
311.00 311.00 31100 , . 311.00 311.00
1,675,754.69 1,674,813.52 1,675,052.15 1,462,907.86 1,673,678.02
8,189,302.74 8,253,218.88 7,975,657.25 8,161,463.57 8,787,169.90
1,191.93 1,191.93 1,191.93 3,342.09 1,191.93
5,785.00 5,785.00 5,785.00 4,628.00 5,785.00
1,070,273.07 1,070,273.07 1,070,273.07 1,151,503.62 1,070,273.07
1,077,250.00 1,077,250.00 1,077,250.00 1,159,473.71 1,077,250.00
9,266,552.74 9,330,468.88 9,052,907.25 9,320,937.28 9,864,419.90

169,699,003.16

170,114,170.27

169,530,458.57

164,610,711.76

165,446,599.17

81,645,675.69 82,060,842.80 81,477,131.10 79,813,398.83 77,393,271.70
88,053,327.47 88,053,327.47 88,053,327.47 84,797,312.93 88,053,327.47
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
169,699,003.16 170,114,170.27 169,530,458.57 164,610,711.76 165,446,599.17
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BALANCE SHEET BY FUND
September 2015
CONSOLIDATED SEWERAGE
GENERAL FUND FUND

ASSETS

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents
Investments

Receivables

Inventories

Other

Total current assets

Non-current assets
investments
Receivables
inventories

(1,094,553.06)
14,200,000.00
2,705,774.55
450,597.14

1,620,385.08

316,863.18 .

16,261,818.63

10,585.00
1,941.00

Infastructure, property, plant & equipmen 182,799,353.90

Accumulated Depreciation
Other

Total non-current assets
Total assets

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities
Payables

Interfunding

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total current liabilities

Non-current liabilities
Payables

Interest bearing liabilities
Provisions

Total non-current liabilities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

Net assets

EQUITY

Retained earnings
Reserves

Internal Assets & Liabilities
Total equity

1,937,248.26

18,000,184.05

(34,999,996.41)  (5,045,578.53)
. 0.00
147,811,883.49  12,954,605.52. 160,766,489.01
164,073,702.12  14,891,853.78  178,965,555.90
6,513,237.05 0.00
311.00 1.00
1,675,754.69 _ 1675,754.69
8,189,302.74 0.00 8,’189,302.745
1,191.93
5,785.00

1,070,273.07

1,077,250.00

1,077,250.00

0.00.

9,266,552.74

0.00

9,266,552.74

154,807,149.38

14,891,853.78

75,266,127.21
79,541,022.17
0.00

6,379,548.48
8,512,305.30

154,807,149.38

14,891,853.78 1
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2015-2016 BUDGET

(ADJ FOR OPENING 2014/2015
SEPTEMBER 2015 AUGUST 2015 JULY 2015 BALS) UNAUDITED
GENERAL FUND
EXTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Grants & Susidies 273,895.48 191,541.22 180,013.89 181,314.91 254,331.91
Waste Management 839,794.16 861,968.62 780,693.94 740,232.76 732,836.76
Allawah Lodge Accommodation Payments 2,333,552.95 2,967,913.00 2,751,503.00 2,881,723.00 2,751,503.00
Allawah Village Loan-Licence 3,380,773.00 3,195,773.00 3,195,773.00 3,088,431.00 3,195,773.00
6,828,015.59 7,217,195.84 6,907,983.83 6,891,701.67 6,934,444.67
INTERNALLY RESTRICTED
Plant Replacement Reserve 1,121,854,93 1,121,854.93 1,121,854.93 909,464.93 1,121,854.93
Employees Leave Entitlements Reserve 1,008,000.00 1,008,000.00 1,008,000.00 847,000.00 1,008,000.00
Stormwater Management Reserve -89,800.00
Swimming Pools Reserve 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 20,000.00 15,000.00
Deferred Works Reserve 225,000.00 225,000.00 225,000.00 165,000.00 225,000.00
Community Housing Programme Reserve 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Allawah Lodge Asset Mgt Reserve 1,138,155.88 636,422.87 694,857.27 495,014.45 667,326.45
Allawah Village Asset Mgt Reserve 176,985.06 171,101.22 168,358.55 328,543.29 213,113.29
CECC Asset Mgt Reserve 139,823.00 127,861.03 119,763.85 118,408.56 112,253.56
Gravel Pits Rehabilitation Reserve 117,000.00 127,000.00 127,000.00 102,000.00 127,000.00
3,941,818.87 3,432,240.05 3,479,834.60 2,895,631.23 3,489,548.23
Asset Management/Available for Working Funds 2,335,612.48 2,905,189.93 1,977,985.04 1,082,550.57 1,690,566.32
Total Cash Balance - General Fund 13,105,446.94 13,554,625.82 12,365,803.47 10,869,883.47 12,114,559.22
SEWERAGE FUND
Sewerage Fund 1,620,385.08 1,699,236.76 1,637,722.92 1,640,325.78 1,585,440.78
1,620,385.08 1,699,236.76 1,637,722.92 1,640,325.78 1,585,440.78
Total Cash Balance - Sewerage Fund 1,620,385.08 1,699,236.76 1,637,722.92 1,640,325.78 1,585,440.78

TOTAL CONSOLIDATED CASH

14,725,832.02

15,253,862.58

14,003,526.39

12,510,209.25

13,700,000.00
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CS2)
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (S.11-04, A.12-01) 

Council’s Draft Financial Statements for the 2014/2015 Financial Year have been completed. It is anticipated that these reports will be tabled at the November Meeting of Council, with Council’s Auditor Mr Graham Bradley in attendance. 

Recommendation 

1)
That the Draft 2014/2015 Financial Statements be referred to Council’s Auditor, Auswild & Co for audit. 

2)
That Council delegate authority to the General Manager to authorise the accounts for issue in accordance with Section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended).
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr Brill:    230/10/2015
1)
That the Draft 2014/2015 Financial Statements be referred to Council’s Auditor, Auswild & Co for audit. 

2)
That Council delegate authority to the General Manager to authorise the accounts for issue in accordance with Section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended).

CS3)
POLICY REGISTER REVIEW (P.12-01, SC316) (G.06-02, SC212)
Under the provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009  (GIPA Act) Council must review and adopt a new agency information guide at intervals of not more than 12 months.

(
Attached please find a draft Agency Information Guide for Council’s perusal.  Attachment No. 8
Recommendation

That the Agency Information Guide 2015 be adopted by Council. 

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Beard that the Agency Information Guide 2015 be adopted by Council.   231/10/2015
[image: image8.png]ti;;%;: COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL
* Coolzworshire  AGENCY INFORMATION GUIDE 2015
INTRODUCTION

The Publication Guide has been prepared in accordance with Section 20 of the Government
Information (Public Access Act) (GIPA Act).

AUTHORITY TO ACT
The Coolamon Shire Council is constituted under the Local Government Act 1993
THE STRUCTURE & FUNCTION OF THE COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL

The Coolamon Shire Council is governed by a body of nine Councillors who are elected by
the residents and ratepayers of the Shire every four years. In September each year these
Councillors elect a Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the ensuing twelve months.

The role of Councillors, as a members of the body politic are to:

e Direct and control the affairs of the Council in accordance with the Local
Government Act and other applicable legistation.
s Provide a civic leadership role in guiding the development of the Community
Strategic Plan for Council.
* To participate in the allocation of Council’s resources for the benefit of the area.
¢ To play a key role in the creation and review of Council’s policies, objectives and
criteria relating to the exercise of the Council’s regulatory functions.
e To review and monitor the performance of Council and its delivery of services,
delivery and operational plans and revenue policies of the Council.
e The role of a Councillor is, as an elected person to:
o Represent the interests of the residents and ratepayers.
o Provide leadership and guidance to the community.
o Facilitate communication between the community and the Council.

Under the Local Government Act 1993, the role of the Mayor is to:

e Exercise in cases of necessity, the policy making function of the governing body of
the Council between meetings of the Council.

¢ To exercise such other functions of the Council as the Council determines.

s To preside at meetings of the Council.

e To carry out the civic and ceremonial functions of the Mayoral Office.

Coolamon Shire Council - Agency Information Guide 2015 1




[image: image9.png]The General Manager is the principal officer of the Coolamon Shire Council.
The General Manager has the following particular functions:

e To assist the Council in connection with the development and implementation of the
Community Strategic Plan and the Council's resourcing strategy, the delivery
program and operational plan and the preparation of its annual report and state of
environment report.

e The day-to-day management of the Council.

e To exercise such of the functions of the Council as are delegated by the Council to
the General Manager. ‘

e To appoint staff in accordance with an organisation structure and resources
approved by the Council.

e Todirect and dismiss staff.

e Toimplement the Council’s equal employment opportunity management plan.

e The General Manger has such other functions as may be conferred or imposed on
the General Manager by or under the Local Government Act or any other Act.

In order for the General Manager to exercise the functions delegated by Council there are
two divisions of Council to support the General Manager. Each of these Departments is
headed by an Executive Manager.

Within these divisions, Council employs staff such as Engineers, Building Surveyors, Finance
Officers, Rangers, Child-care and Aged-care workers who carry out the day-to-day operations
of the Council and implement Council policies and other decisions as directed by the General
Manager.
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[image: image13.png]AFFECT OF COUNCIL FUNCTIONS ON MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

The Coolamon Shire Council is a governing body, therefore every decision it makes affects
members of the public. Council is a planning body for the future that manages
infrastructural and community services of past, current and future residents.

The functions imposed on Council by the Local Government Act 1993 are as follows:

e Service Functions:

* Regulatory Functions:

¢ Ancillary Functions:

e Revenue Functions:

e Administrative Functions
e Enforcement Functions

In addition, various other Acts and associated Regulations confer or imposed functions on
Council.
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[image: image14.png]HOW THE PUBLIC CAN PARTICIPATE IN COUNCIL'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND THE
EXERCISING OF FUNCTIONS

There are two broad ways in which the public may participate in the policy development
and, indeed, the general activities of the Council. These are through representation and
personal participation.

Representation

Local Government in Australia is based on the principle of representative democracy. This
means that the people elect representatives to their Local Council to make decisions on their
behalf. In New South Wales, Local Government elections are held every four years. The next
general elections are to be held in September, 2016.

At each election, voters elect 9 Councillors for a four year term. All residents of the area who
are on the electoral roll are eligible to vote. Property owners who live outside of the area
and rate paying lessees can also vote, but must register their intention to vote on the non
residential roll. Voting is compulsory.

Residents are able to raise issues with, and make representations to, the elected Councillors.
The Councillors, if they agree with the issue or representation, may pursue the matter on the
resident’s behalf thus allowing members of the public to influence the development of

policy.
Personal Participation

There are also avenues for members of the public to personally participate in the policy
development and the functions of the Council.

Council meetings are open to the public and are usually held in the Council Chambers on the
third Thursday of each month. Business papers are available from Council before meetings
and the minutes can be access on Council’s website.

Council has an extensive range of Community Committees established under Section 355 of
the Local Government Act 1993 that allow direct community input into the decision making
process. These committees include

e Advance Ardlethan Committee

e Advance Ganmain Committee

e Advance Marrar Committee

¢ Beckom Hall & Community Committee

s  Ambulance Establishment Committee

e Community Drug Action Team

* Coolamon Shire Community Benefit Fund Committee

e Coolamon Shire Photographic Competition

e Coolamon Showground Management Committee

e Friends of the Up-to-Date Cultural Precinct Committee

e local Heritage Fund Committee

e Rannock Community Centre — Reserve 89397 Committee
e Coolamon Shire Annual Events Funding Program Committee
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[image: image15.png]GOVERNMENT INFORMATION HELD BY THE COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL

Coolamon Shire Council holds information which relate to a number or varying issues. This
information can be grouped into five categories:

e Policy documents

¢ General documents

e Registers

e Guidelines, plans, report and other documents
e Files (electronic and hard copy)

Council’s website (www.coolamon.nsw.gov.au) has links to a significant amount of
information than can be viewed and downloaded by the public. The public seeking a copy of
or requesting to view information that is not available on the website, should refer to “How
Members of the Public can access Information held by Council” found later in this Guide.

Policy Documents

Council is required by legislation to have certain policies. In addition to these, Council has
also developed and adopted a number of Council specific polices. These are available on
Council’s website.

General Documents

The following list of general documents held by Council has been divided into four sections
as outlined by the Government Information (Public Access) Act

e Information about Council

¢ Plans

e Information about Development Applications
e Approvals, Orders and other documents

Schedule 5 of the Government Information (Public Access) Act requires that these document
be made publically available for inspection free of charge. The public is entitled to inspect
these documents either on Council’s website, at the offices of the Council during ordinary
office hours or at any other place as determined by the Council. Photocopies, if requires,
will be charged at the rates set in Council’s Fees & Charges.
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[image: image16.png]DOCUMENTS HELD BY COUNCIL

Information about Council

(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

(i)
(1)
(k)
(1

the model code prescribed under section 440 {1) of the Local Government Act and
the code of conduct adopted under section 440 (3) of the Local Government Act,
code of meeting practice,

annual report,

annual financial reports,

auditor’s report,

management plan,

EEO management plan,

policy concerning the payment of expenses incurred by, and the provision of
facilities to, Councillors,

annual reports of bodies exercising functions delegated by the Council,

any codes referred to in the Local Government Act

returns of the interests of Councillors, designated persons and delegates,

agendas and business papers for any meeting of the local authority or any
committee of the local authority (but not including business papers for matters
considered when part of a meeting is closed to the public),

(m) minutes of any meeting of the local authority or any committee of the local

(n)
(o)
(p)
(a)
(r)
(s)

(t)

authority, but restricted (in the case of any part of a meeting that is closed to the
public) to the resolutions and recommendations of the meeting,

Departmental representative reports presented at a meeting of the local authority in
accordance with section 433 of the LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT

land register,

register of investments,

register of delegations,

register of graffiti removal work kept in accordance with section 13 of the Graffiti
Control Act 2008.

Register of current declarations of disclosures of political donations kept in
accordance with section 328A of the Local Government Act,

the register of voting on planning matters kept in accordance with section 375A of
the Local Government Act.

Plans and Policies

(a)
(b)
(c)

local policies adopted by Council concerning approvals and orders,

plans of management for community land,

environmental planning instruments, development control plans and contributions
plans made under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 applying to
fand within Council’s area.

Information about Development Applications

(a)

development applications (within the meaning of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 and any associated documents received in relation to a
proposed development including the following:

(i) home warranty insurance documents,

(ii) construction certificates,

(iii) occupation certificates,
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[image: image17.png](iv) structural certification documents,

(v) town planner reports,

(vi) submissions received on development applications,
(vii) heritage consultant reports,

{viii)  tree inspection consultant reports,

(ix) acoustics consultant reports,

(x) land contamination consultant reports,

(b) records of decisions on development applications (including decisions made on
appeal),

(c) a record that describes the general nature of the documents that Council decides
are excluded from the operation of this clause by subclause (2).

This clause does not apply to so much of the information referred to in subclause (a) as

consists of:

(a) the plans and specifications for any residential parts of a proposed building, other
than plans that merely show its height and its external configuration in relation to
the site on which it is proposed to be erected, or

(b) commercial information, if the information would be likely to prejudice the
commercial position of the person who supplied it or to reveal a trade secret.

Approvals, Orders and Other Documents

(a) applications for approvals under Part 1 of Chapter 7 of the Local Government Act
and any associated documents received in relation to such an application,

(b) applications for approvals under any other Act and any associated documents
received in relation to such an application,

(c) records of approvals granted or refused, any variation from local policies with
reasons for the variation, and decisions made on appeals concerning approvals,

(d) orders given under Part 2 of Chapter 7 of the Local Government Act, and any
reasons given under section 136 of the Local Government Act,

(e) orders given under the authority of any other Act,

(f) records of building certificates under the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act, 1979,

(g) plans of land proposed to be compulsorily acquired by Council,

(h) compulsory acquisition notices,

(i) leases and licenses for use of public land classified as community land.
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[image: image18.png]HOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY ACCESS INFORMATION HELD BY COUNCIL
Access to information can be obtained by:

e Searching Council’s website www.coolamon.nsw.gov.au

e Contacting Council’s Office at 55 Cowabbie Street, Coolamon or by email
council@coolamon.nsw.gov.auor by phone 02 6930 1800

e Lodging an “Informal Access Application”. There is no charge for this request,
however appropriate photocopying charges may apply, or

e If information is not accessible in any of the above 3 ways, the lodgment of a
“Formal Access Application” together with an application fee. Prior to the
application being processed, the method of supply, timeframe and any additional
processing charges will be discussed.

The forms can be downloaded from Council’s website:

http://www.coolamon.nsw.gov.au/about/access-to-information.aspx

Various forms of access are available depending on the form in which the information is
stored. They include:

¢ Inspection of documents

e Copy of documents

e Transcript of words recorded in shorthand or coded form.
s  Production of documents from computerised information.
e Council’s website www.coolamon.nsw.gov.au

If you have any difficulty in obtaining access to Council’s documents, you may wish to refer
your enquiry to Council Privacy Officer. Where you would like to amend a document of
Council which you feel is incorrect, it is necessary for you to make a written application to
Council in the first instance.

Enquiries should be addressed as follows:

The Privacy Officer
Coolamon Shire Council
PO Box 101
COOLAMON NSW 2701

Email: council@coolamon.nsw.gov.au
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3)
EXECUTIVE MANAGER, ENGINEERING & TECHNICAL SERVICES’ REPORTS
ES1)
SHIRE ROAD RESHEETING, STABILISATION AND MAINTENANCE

The following roads have received attention:

1)
MAINTENANCE

· Mirrool Road (Beckom Town to Fairmans Lane)

· Fairmans Lane (Mirrool Road to SH17)

· Hodges Lane (Turners Lane to Rail Crossing)

· Sheas Lane (Easticks Lane to gate)

· Schliebs Lane (Walleroobie Road to Rutlands Lane)

· Walshs Lane (Whites Lane to yarrawong Road)

· Jones Lane (East West Road to end)

· Easticks Lane (Marrar South Road to gate)

· Sheas Lane (House to Mick Sheas gate (land locked)

· Maslins Lane (London Hill Road to Walleroobie Road)

· East West Road (Seberrys Lane to Methul Road)

2)
RESHEETING

· Redrops Lane (Dullah Road to Devlin Road)

· Winrows Lane (Devlin Road to Ashbridge Road)

· Hodges Lane (Turners Lane to Marrar Silo)

· Walshs Lane (Whites Lane to Yarrawong Road)

· Woodens Lane (Canola Way to McIntyres Lane)

· Easticks Lane (Garbage Tip to Sheas Lane)

ES2)
ACTIVE TRANSPORT 2015/2016 – SEE STREET, MARRAR

Contractors are progressing well with the construction of the bitumen path and pedestrian blisters.  The path is now formed and only awaiting a bituminous seal.  Concrete paths leading to pedestrian blisters from School and blister surrounds have been poured and are awaiting infill stencil to be completed.  Works are scheduled to be completed in the coming week.

ES3)
FIXING COUNTRY ROADS – CROKER GRAIN (EASTICKS LANE AND LYNE STREET, MARRAR)

Preparation works have commenced in the reconstruction and sealing of Easticks Lane (Marrar South Road to Lyne Street) and Lyne Street (Canola Way to Webb Street).  Works to date include removal of trees, culverts and topsoil to cater for the turning circles of B-Doubles at the intersections of Marrar South Road/Easticks Lane and Easticks Lane/Lyne Street.

Road widening, formation corrections, stabilization and sealing are to follow with an anticipated completion date for early November.

ES4)
ROADS TO RECOVERY 2015/2016

MARRAR NORTH ROAD (7.60-8.05KMS AND 14.60-14.92KMS)

Reconstruction works involving formation corrections, stabilization and sealing have commenced along these sections of road.  Works are scheduled to be completed early November.

ES5)
TOWN CLEANUP

In the week 15th-18th September, 2015 Council performed the annual Town Cleanup.  Approximately 40 sites were visited across the Shire with items collected including white goods, car bodies and heavy green waste.  The program is proving successful with the number of items gradually reducing.

ES6)
NOXIOUS WEEDS OFFICER’S REPORT (N.02-01, SC284)
Noxious Weeds Officer Reports
· The Eastern and Western Riverina Noxious Weeds Advisory Groups will be wound up at the conclusion of their Annual General meetings in late October.
· Councils will have received documentation from the Riverina Local Lands Services office explaining the next step in the process of reforming Regional Weeds Committees under the Local Lands Services banner. This is a government mandated process.
· Temora, Junee and Coolamon shires will all now be in the Riverina LLS region.
· As per the LLS documentation, each Local Control Authority is entitled to one representative. This representative should be active and knowledgeable at the strategic level.

· Funding for 15/16 has not yet been formally announced   

Inspection of high risk sites and pathways continue:

· Coolamon GrainCorp/rail line for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Brushwood GrainCorp/rail line for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Mirrool GrainCorp/rail line for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· South Beckom Road for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· London Hill Road for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Ardlethan Railway area for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Beckom Railway area for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Junction of Ardlethan Road and Mary Gilmore Road for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Newell Highway for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Whittackers Lane for Coolatai grass – clear

· Junction Berry Jerry and Stinson Lane for Coolatai gross – clear

· Mirrool (Newell Highway) for Coolatai grass – clear

· Ardlethan Showground

· Ariah Park Showground

· Attendance at Ardlethan Show

· Squab production facility at Patterson’s Road – clear

· Sandy Beach, Wantabadgery – clear

· Water Works Road, Bethungra for Coolatai grass – clear

· Rail line Bethungra-Old Junee for Johnson grass – clear

· Removal of Tiger Pear, McAlister Lane

· Olympic Way for Silver leaf nightshade – clear

· Wallacetown Travelling Stock Route – clear

· Henty Machinery Field Day – attendance over 4 days fielding questions, provision of potted up weeds, posters/brochures
· Whilst September inspection results are excellent, we know St John’s Wort germination is underway. Silverleaf Nightshade will germinate with higher October temperatures. Coolatai Grass will germinate on any rain event from now.
· Visibility of noxious weeds  amongst natural winter growth will make detection difficult
ES7)
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE OFFICER’S REPORT (P.01-01, SC513)
Facility Maintenance Officer Reports
· PARKS AND GARDENS

Facilities Maintenance Staff have been busy with spring growth and preparing towns for the long weekend.

· SLASHING

Staff have been slashing areas of Coolamon with all towns to be done prior to grass drying off.

· SPRAYING

All towns have had the rear lanes of properties sprayed for weeds.

· FRUIT FLY MANAGEMENT

Jason Mitchell attended a presentation on Fruit Fly organised by the Ganmain Men’s Shed.  Tammy Galvin, the Riverina Fruit Fly Campaign Co-ordinator gave a presentation which outlined techniques to manage fruit fly.

Council has offered in-kind support and will be distributing an information pamphlet to Ganmain residents in the near future.  

Council will also look at assessing funding from Local Land Services to fund a release programme for predatory wasps and possibly sterilized fruit fly along with other initiates.

Recommendation
For Council information.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr Brill that the Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services Reports (ES1 to ES7) be received.    232/10/2015
ES8)
NATURE STRIP AND ROAD VERGE POLICY (P.12-01, SC316)
Council currently has five stand-alone policies that address service installation, road drainage, nature strip and property access issues within Council’s road reserves.

(
For ease of use and relevance these documents have been reviewed and incorporated into the one policy which addresses all the issues relevant to the nature strip and road verge in urban and regional areas.  A copy has been distributed with the information papers.  Attachment No. 5
Recommendation
That the Coolamon Shire Council Nature Strip and Road Verge Policy as presented be adopted.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr McCann and seconded by Clr Brill that the Coolamon Shire Council Nature Strip and Road Verge Policy as presented be adopted   233/10/2015
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1. INTRODUCTION

Aim

To ensure public use and access to the nature strip and road verge are maintained.
Objectives

The purpose of this policy is to fulfil the following objectives;

e To set out Coolamon Shire Council’'s expectations in relation to the use and
maintenance of nature strips and road verges by individuals, property owners, utility
service providers and Council officers;

s To specify which activities require notification to Council prior to undertaking, under
what circumstances notification is not required, and which activities are prohibited;

e To provide details about Council’s role in maintaining areas of publicly owned land that
are under Council’s care and control;

e To provide details about the provision of legal access to properties.

2. URBAN NATURE STRIPS

Definitions

A nature strip is the land adjacent to a residence, including the footpath (where present), lying
between the trafficked road carriageway and the property boundary.

For the purposes of this policy, a nature strip is located in a village area alongside residential,
commercial or industrial properties, whilst a road verge is located alongside rural properties.

Avillage area is land that is zoned RU5 Village or RE1 Public Recreation.

Refer to Section 3 for further controls that relate to land zoned RU4 Primary Production Small
Lots.

Council means Coolamon Shire Council.
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Nature Strips are public property, however adjoining owners are largely required to maintain
this land.

The benefits of nature strips are enhanced visual amenity, public safety for pedestrians, space
for street lights and amenities such as sewerage, water pipes, stormwater,
telecommunications, electricity and gas. They also have an important role in managing urban
runoff.

In addition to this the nature strip acts as a buffer between road vehicles and pedestrians and
private property.

Resident’s Role

e A nature strip is publicly owned land. However, services located within the nature strip
may benefit the property owner/s and/or tenant.

¢ Council relies on residents to maintain the nature strips adjacent to their house, which
are a logical extension of their own private property. This is a common, accepted
practice throughout Australia. Residential maintenance typically involves weeding,
mowing and edging turf.

e Residents are to report any concerns they have with street trees to Council.
Maintenance of street trees by residents is not permitted.

* Residents are not permitted to close off any part of Council’s road, nature strip or
footpath, for instance due to building or construction works, without the approval of
Council. Residents must comply with any conditions of consent to ensure that
worksites are safe.

Council’s Role

¢ Council does not generally carry out maintenance (including mowing and watering) of
nature strips that adjoin private property.

e If grass on the nature strip is greater than 20 cm in height or there is rubbish dumped
on the nature strip by the property owner, Council may issue a letter of advice to the
relevant property owner, requesting that they comply with maintaining and clearing
the nature strip.

¢ Council will take appropriate action to rectify problems in relation to tripping hazards
or safety issues. Should such hazards be found Council officers may write to the
relevant property owner requesting that they attend to the identified problem.

* Any feature within the nature strip that is deemed by Council to be an immediate risk
to the public may be removed from the nature strip without consultation or warning,
at the owner’s cost.
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Permitted development on the nature strip

Table 1, below, details the types of development that are permitted in the nature strip, and

the controls that apply.

Table 1: Development permitted in the nature strip.

Development

Permitted Activities

Controls

Groundcover vegetation

Turf/lawn (seeding).

Must not inhibit rubbish bin
collection, sight distance for
vehicles, or vehicle door
opening from the street.
Must maintain access to the
footpath.

Trees and shrubs

Planting and pruning of trees
located on private property.

Landscaping on private
property must not obstruct
the footpath located on the
nature strip. Existing low
garden beds located on any
private property, adjoining a
footpath may be reviewed by
Council, and may be required
to be made safe to the
satisfaction of Council. This
may include total removal.

Street trees located on the
nature strip

Pruning, planting or replacing
street trees.

Private planting &
maintenance be will only be
approved following
submission of the proposal
and written approval by
Council (please refer to
Appendix E). Council is
responsible for pruning,
planting or replacing street
trees. Contact Counci! with
any concerns.
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Routine garden maintenance
(e.g. mowing, edging,
weeding).

Regular routine maintenance
of the nature strip by
residents is encouraged.

Driveways, gutter cross overs
and ramps

All weather access (i.e.
compacted road base,
concrete) to a property.

Refer to Section 6 of this
policy.

Building

Construction activities.

Requires Council permission.
Protect street tree/s and
grassed nature strip during
construction.

Any barriers and/or skip bins
to be installed during
construction require approval
from Council prior to works
commencing. Any disturbed
areas are to be reinstated to
prior condition on
completion of work.

Letterboxes

Installation of letterboxes
within village areas.

Letterboxes must only be

located on private property,
and provide suitable access
for Australia Post deliveries.

Irrigation

Pop up sprinklers,
Drip irrigation systems
or similar.

Installation of any pop up
sprinkler irrigation systems
within the nature strip
requires the approval of
Council.

Stormwater

Stormwater drainage from
property to kerb.

Installation of stormwater
drainage from a property to
the kerb requires Council
approval.
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Table 2, below details the types of development that are prohibited in the nature strip.

Table 2: Prohibited development in the nature strip.

Development

Prohibited Activities

Controls

Hard surface materials

Installation of:
Concrete
Pavers

Asphalt
Stepping stones
or similar.

Where a hard surface is
required for vehicular access
purposes, permission for a
gutter crossover and/or
driveway must be sought
from Council, prior to
commencement of work
(please refer to Appendix C).

Hard landscaping works

Installation of:
Rocks

Raised edges
Railway sleepers
Retaining wall
or similar.

These works present potential
trip hazards to the public.
Therefore Council approval
needs to be obtained, prior to
installation of any works of
this description.

Lighting

Temporary or permanent
electrical wiring.

Must not be installed in the
nature strip area (e.g. lighting
of street trees is prohibited).

Vehicle Parking

Parking on nature strips or
footpaths.

Partially or fully parking a
vehicle on a nature strip or
footpath may attract a fine
from Council for the owner of
the vehicle.

Any damage to nature strip
may result in Council seeking
reimbursement of expenses
for repair works.
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[image: image26.png]Vegetation Planting of garden beds, Any new planting of trees,
trees and shrubs. shrubs or garden beds on the
nature strip will only be
approved following
submission of the proposal
and written approval by
Council (please refer to
Appendix E). Unapproved
works may present a
potential trip hazard to the
public. It also presents
potential access issues for
maintenance to services and
utilities.

Under the Roads Regulation 2008 and the Local Government Act 1993, the adjoining property
owner may be fined and or ordered by Council to remove any nature strip treatments which
are installed contrary to these guidelines, and may be requested to replace them with an
approved nature strip treatment. Such work is to be carried out by the adjoining property
owner at their own cost.

3. PRIMARY PRODUCTION SMALL LOTS
Definitions

Primary Production Small Lots are zoned RU4 under the Coolamon Local Environmental Plan
2011 and are considered to be village areas. As these areas are located on the fringe of the
village area, this part covers the management of these particular village areas.

Resident’s Role

¢ As Primary Production Small Lots are considered to be village areas, it is generally
the responsibility of the adjoining resident to maintain the nature strip that
adjoins their property.

e As Primary Production Small Lots properties, by their nature, have larger
frontages, it is likely that maintenance carried out by or on behalf of the property
owner would involve the use of a ride on lawn mower or tractor.

* Residents are not permitted to close off any part of Council’s road, nature strip or
footpath, for instance due to building or construction works, without the approval
of Council. Residents must comply with any conditions of consent to ensure that
worksites are safe.
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e As is the case for General residential areas, Council does not carry out renovation
or maintenance (including mowing and watering) of nature strips that adjoin
Primary Production Small Lot residential areas.

e Council may mow nature strips located in Primary Production Small Lot residential
areas alongside roads that are speed limited above 60km/hour. This is due to
resident and motorist safety concerns.

e Council may provide additional maintenance at intersections and school bus stop
drop off and pick up areas for safety reasons, and on state roads, for aesthetic
reasons.

Permitted Development in Primary Production Small Lot Residential Areas

e The controls set out in Table 1 also apply in Primary Production Small Lot areas.
Prohibited development in Primary Production Small Lot Residential Areas

e The controls set out in Table 2 also apply in Primary Production Small Lot areas.
4. RURAL ROAD VERGES
Definitions
A road verge is an area of grass, beside a formed roadway, often with trees and shrubs,
including the footpath (where present) lying between the trafficked road carriageway, and the

rural property boundary.

Road verges are generally located in a rural area, that is, land zoned RU1 Primary Production,
RU3 Forestry, and SP2 Infrastructure.

Role of Road Verges

The role of road verges in rural areas are to provide a buffer between the road and private
property, as a location of services such as electricity, gas and water supply.

Road verges also form an important role in management of road drainage and storm- water
runoff, which is essential for protection of infrastructure assets. Storm water drainage is
conveyed from the road side, to established water courses and drainage lines within the road
verge.

Rural road verges often contain remnant vegetation, which is valuable resource to native fauna
for both habitat and movement corridors.
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e All fire breaks must be located on the property owner’s property, not located on the
road verge.

e Aresident wishing to graze stock on the road reserve must be personally supervised at
all times and the property owner must have $20 million public liability insurance in
place, with Coolamon Shire Council as an interested party. The property owner must
use temporary warning signs and must also obtain a permit to graze from Local Land
Services. Property owners need to notify Council prior to grazing stock on the road
reserve.

* Residents are not permitted to close off any part of Council’s road, or road verge,
without the approval of Council. Residents must comply with any conditions of
consent to ensure that worksites are safe.

e landholders are not to block, modify or divert Council constructed drainage
infrastructure (i.e. table drains, mitre drains, culverts or bridges) without prior
approval from Council.

Council’s Role

* Council has a program of roadside vegetation maintenance for rural road verges.
Roadside vegetation maintenance is carried out for road user safety and fire risk
management reasons.

* Council may slash and or spray selective herbicides in rural road verges as required.
These activities would be limited to:

» Slashing the immediate road shoulder adjacent to the bitumen sealed edge,
where the terrain permits a tractor/slasher combination to safely operate. The
typical width of slashing will be 1.0 — 2.0 metres in width.

» The following exceptions will apply (increased interventions):

- Intersections - mow area to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists
and pedestrians for safety.

- Rural school bus stop pick up and drop off areas — mow area to ensure
adequate sight distance for motorists and passengers for safety.

- On state roads, for aesthetic reasons.

- Rail crossings and private land entrances.

» Spraying selective herbicides to manage weeds and vegetation in the road verge,
on the immediate shoulder adjacent to the bitumen edge.

* Council may remove sapling and sucker growth from the sealed edge to the back of
the table drain or top of an embankment. Council may also lop/prune any branches or
limbs of tree’s overhanging the trafficable carriageway.
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weeds (please refer to Coolamon Shire Council Noxious Weeds Policy).

e Council will construct roads and stormwater drainage in accordance with appropriate
Engineering standards, in an efficient manner, connecting back in with established
water courses and drainage lines.

e Council will assess special requests from adjacent property owners for special
stormwater needs, in accordance with site specific requirements.

Permitted Development in the Road Verge

Table 3, below, details development types that are permitted in the road verge and the

controls that apply.

Table 3: Development permitted in the road verge.

Development

Permitted Activities

Controls

Roadside vegetation

Mowing/slashing/weed
spraying.

This type of maintenance by
residents is permitted along
property frontage, five
meters from the formed road
edge.

Alert Council to any urgent
concerns about roadside
vegetation, such as fallen
trees across roads.

Native vegetation

Planting of native vegetation.

Planting of native vegetation
is permitted with the
approval of Council. Any
application must advise of
the species, location and
quantity of proposed
planting.

Any proposed plantings must
be located outside the clear
zone and the top of the back
edge of the table drain, or
behind the top of any
cuttings.
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Installation of mailboxes for
Rural Small Holdings and Rural
Properties.

Mailboxes should be
installed at the approved
legal access to the property.

Mailboxes must be installed
outside the road shoulder
and table drain, and provide
suitable access for Australia
Post deliveries.

Property access

Construction and maintenance
of property access.

All property accesses to be in
accordance with Section 6 of
this policy.

Installation or modification
of a property access requires
Council approval.

Prohibited Development in the Road Verge

Table 4, below, details development that is prohibited in the road verge.

Table 4: Prohibited development in the road verge.

Development

Prohibited Activities

Controls

Roadside vegetation

Clearing, felling, poisoning,
ringbarking, burning or
damaging native vegetation
located in the road verge.

Any damage to roadside
vegetation is prohibited.

Advise Council of any
concerns relating to pruning,
or imminent risks that
vegetation poses to personal
injury or property.

Grazing of stock

Unsupervised grazing of the
road reserve by stock.

Grazing of stock is only
permitted on designated
Travelling Stock Routes
(TSR’s). Approval for grazing
of stock on a TSR must be
sought from Local Land
Services (LLS).

5. UTILITIES, SERVICES FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Definitions

Utility companies are infrastructure providers, including electricity, gas, telecommunications

and water supply providers.

Service facilities include water pipes, electricity, gas and telecommunications.
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> Excavation, or

> Part or full road closures, or

> Nature strip/footpath /road verge closures.
Major work is defined as works that will involve part or full closure of a road, footpath, nature
strip or road verge. This includes closing of access for pedestrians or vehicles to use part of a
road, footpath, nature strip or road verge due to excavation, the installation of a temporary
structure or similar works.

Utility Service Providers Role

The responsibility and expenses for installation and replacement of services are
solely the responsibility of the particular Utility Service Authority.

Utility companies may require access to the nature strip/road verge to perform
maintenance work from time to time. Utility companies must notify Council in
writing of their intention to carry out development on Council infrastructure and
must take into consideration any comments received from Council within 21 days
of notice being given.

State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) {Infrastructure) 2007 sets out the
notification requirements for public authorities in relation to impacts upon Council
infrastructure or services. A public authority or a person acting on behalf of a
public authority, must give written notice of the intention to carry out the
development to Council, and must take into consideration any response to the
notification that is received from Council, within 21 days from the notice being
given. This applies to the following Council owned infrastructure:

Stormwater management

Traffic generation

Sewerage systems

Water supply

Installation of a temporary structure

Enclosure of public place

Excavation of a road or footpath

VVVVVYVYY

Refer to Regulation 13 of this SEPP for further information.
Under the Roads Act 1993, a person must have the consent of the appropriate
roads authority when carrying out any work on a public road, including:

> Erect a structure or carry out work in, on or over a public road

» Dig up or disturb the surface of a public road

» Remove or interfere with infrastructure, activities or vegetation on a
public road

> Pump water into a public road from any land adjoining the road

> Connect a road (whether public or private) to a classified road

Refer to Section 138 of the Roads Act 1993 for further information
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The companies are required to make good the road and nature strip/road verge
following maintenance work. This is enforced by relevant legislation.

Utility companies must warrant the quality of their works for 12 months following
completion of work projects.

Council will not be responsible for replacing plants or landscaping as a result of
such works by others.

Statutory Authorities undertaking routine maintenance on their own assets are
not required to notify Council prior to works commencing. Council will seek to
secure a Memorandum of Understanding with utility service providers operating
within Coolamon Shire, to ensure their agreement to standard communication,
works procedures, and workplace health and safety practices (see Appendix A).

Utility Service Providers Role - Notification of Major Works

Notification to Council of Major Works planned by utility service providers shall
involve completion and submission of the notification form to Council (see
Appendix B). The form shall be submitted to Council at least three weeks (or 21
days) prior to the works commencing.

The completed form shall detail the location of the proposed works, their
expected duration and the nature of the planned interruption to Council’s
infrastructure {part or full road, footpath, nature strip or road verge closure, works
as detailed in the Infrastructure SEPP above), impact upon Council infrastructure
(such as excavation), remediation or repair of Councils infrastructure, traffic
management plans, inspections of work stages and completion of the project with
final inspection.

Relevant Council officers shall be informed by phone or email that works have
commenced to allow Council officers the opportunity to inspect the worksite
during the program of work, to ensure satisfactory traffic management and full
repair of the site after works are complete.

All works are to satisfy the general conditions as detailed on the notification from
located in Appendix B.

Property Owners Role

Property owners may install service facilities, such as water pipes, within the road
verge with Council permission. An application must be submitted to Council
(please refer to Appendix D for the application form), and works must not be
undertaken prior to approval.
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Council’s Role

Following notification by the utility provider of planned major works, Council
officers will inspect proposed and commenced works, traffic management
procedures, as well as completion of work and repair or rehabilitation of Councils
infrastructure. ’

Council will seek to secure an agreement with utility providers about the
notification and inspection procedures.

When Council are undertaking major road reconstruction, Council will give
sufficient notice {(i.e. 6 months) to Utility Service Providers of the work, to allow
coordination of work schedules to ensure post construction impacts are
minimised.

If Council is unable to provide sufficient notice, Coolamon Shire Council will
negotiate a contribution to the Utility Service Provider. An example of Councils
contribution may be the ratio of life remaining in the asset to cost of replacing the
main (i.e. 25% remaining life, $100 per linear meter to replace the main, Council
contribution is $25 per linear meter).

Following application by a property owner to install service facilities in the road
verge, Council will assess the application. If approval is granted by Council, Council
officers may inspect the proposed and commenced works, as well as completion of
works or rehabilitation of Councils infrastructure to ensure the general conditions
of approval are met.

6. PROPERTY ACCESS

Definitions

Property access is defined as the legal road access point to a property parcel (i.e. road
formation or edge of bitumen to property boundary).

Property parcel is defined as a single or number of lots/assessments in the same ownership
collectively adjacent to each other.

Role of Property Access

To provide the opportunity for the landholder to gain road access to a property parcel.
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* Council will provide access to the road network at the nearest point of the property
parcel, The access point will be onto the higher hierarchical designated road. Use of
alternative roads will not result in an elevated hierarchical designation.

e The current network services all property owners. Therefore any sale of individual
lots/parcels that result in land-locking properties (i.e. no access to the current

network) will result in the property owner having to provide access to Council’s
Standard, at their own cost.

a. URBAN GUTTER CROSSOVERS AND DRIVEWAYS

Definitions

Urban is defined as those land use zones incorporated in the village area i.e. land that is zoned
RUS Village, RU4 Primary Praduction Small Lots, and RE1 Public Recreation.

A gutter crossover or layback is the section of the kerb in front of a properties front boundary
that is used to cross a vehicle from the road to the nature strip or road verge.

A driveway is the section of sealed access from the gutter crossover to a residence.
Resident’s Role
e Residents wishing to install a new gutter cross over or modify an existing gutter
crossover must make an application to Council {please refer to Appendix C for a
copy of the application form).
e Construction of driveways are by application to Council. Driveway construction
costs are the responsibility of the property owner, and must be carried out by a

Council approved contractor, and constructed to Councils specifications.

e Residential properties must be accessed by full concrete driveways, as part of the
Construction Certificate.

¢ Ongoing maintenance costs are the responsibility of the property owner.
Council’s Role
e Council will provide access to the road network at the nearest point of the
property parcel. This access point will be onto the higher hierarchical designated
road.
e Provide one legal access to a residential property (of a Council approved

development), being a gutter crossover.
e Legal access may be provided by the main property access or by rear lane access.
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[image: image35.png]Newly created residential allotments must have legal access provided by the
developer, at their cost, to Council’s standard.

Gutter crossovers, footpaths and driveways can be constructed by either Council
directly or by a Council approved Contractor, to ensure that construction is of a
consistent and acceptable standard.

Council is not responsible to accommodate all vehicles that may need to access a
private property via a ‘special’ crossing, (Section 218, Roads Act 1993). This
includes when a property owner buys a new vehicle and accessing their property is
difficult or causes damage to the vehicle.

Council may wish to approve of the construction of a ‘fillet’ on the road side of the
layback, which would assist by affectively flattening the horizontal profile. This
would be at the property owner’s cost. The reference profile is shown in Australian
Standard AS/NZS 2009.1: 2004, Property owners must make application to Council
for these works.

Council is responsible for ensuring vehicular access when it initially establishes
road levels, not on a continuing basis.

Where Council makes a decision to change levels of a road by establishing a ‘new’
longitudinal profile, Council is obliged to accommodate all vehicles owned by a
property owner at that time.

b. RURAL PROPERTY ACCESS

Definitions

A rural property access is the physical legal access to a rural property, or properties zoned RU1
Primary Production, and has a minimum area of 40 hectares.

Resident’s Role

It is the responsibility of the owner of the rural property to arrange the provision
of access to a rural property, by making application to Council. The cost of
installing will be at full cost to the property owner. Council approved contractors
must be utilised to install the access, to ensure construction is of a consistent and
acceptable standard.

Once constructed any ongoing maintenance (nominally from bitumen edge to
property boundary), will be at the landholders cost.

Any modifications to provide or upgrade physical access to a rural property are at
the property owners cost.
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[image: image36.png]Council’s Role

e Council may specify the location of the rural property access, in order to limit the
number of accesses to major roads, or to reduce costs due to the need to install
culverts across existing table drains. This matter shall be discussed with Council
officers at the pre-lodgement meeting for a new development or subdivision, to
ensure suitable building design.

o Council will specify access details when a rural property is subdivided, and the
access infrastructure, such as, culverts, gravel, or headwalls, is to be provided at
the developers cost.

e Where Council have completed road construction/reconstruction works and an
established property entrance has been denied, Council will provide one access
(culvert, concrete dish crossing etc.) per property {up to a maximum of 7.3m
length) at no cost to the landholder. Any additional culverts would be at full cost to
the property owner.

* Alist of Council approved contractors can be obtained by contacting Council’s
Engineering department.

7. FIREWOOD COLLECTION
Definitions

Firewood Collection means the gathering of fallen timber for the purposes of private home
heating.

Property Owners Role
o An owner of private land may collect firewood on their own property for personal
or commercial use, and may give permission to others to collect firewood for

personal or commercial use.

Council’s Role
e Coolamon Shire Council does not issue permits for the collection of firewood from
road verges, nor for collection of firewood from Crown Land or Public Land under

the care and control of Council.

* For road safety reasons, Council encourages residents to collect wood from private
property, with the property owner’s permission.

e The felling of trees on Council road verges is an offence.

COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL
H:\POLICIES\TEMPLATED_POLICIES\DRAFT POLICIES\HCA.03.06_NATURE STRIP AND ROAD VERGE POLICY.DOC

Page 18 of 40





[image: image37.png]8. REVIEW

This policy may be reviewed at any time or as required in the event of legislative changes.
Unless otherwise required, the policy will be reviewed at least once during a term of Council.

Version 2 Adopted: Council Meeting held 15 October 2015 (Minute No 232/10/2015)
Version 1 Adopted: Council Meeting held 16 May 2013 (Minute No. 127/05/2013)
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Memorandum of Understanding, Utility Service Providers

COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL

H:\POLICIES\TEMPLATED_POLICIES\DRAFT POLICIES\HCA.03.06_NATURE STRIP AND ROAD VERGE POLICY.DOC

Page 20 of 40





[image: image39.png]COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL
lurnosushie NATURE STRIP AND ROAD VERGE POLICY
cerretl MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between Coolamon Shire Council and
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) highlights the objectives and management
arrangements of notification to Council under the Coolamon Shire Council Nature Strip and

Road Verge Policy. It details standard communication, consultation and operating processes.

This is not a legal document, however it is an agreement to operate in a co-operative and
collaborative manner.

Rationale

Under the Coolamon Shire Council Nature Strip and Road Verge Policy, the purpose of this
MOU is to:

¢ Formalize arrangements for notification of Council by

¢ Formalize arrangements for repair and rehabilitation of Council infrastructure on
completion of works as carried out by

Definitions

Utility service providers are infrastructure companies or providers, including electricity, gas,
telecommunications and water supply providers.

Routine maintenance is defined as inspections and minor works that do not require excavation
or part or full road or nature strip/road verge closures.

Major works is defined as works that will involve installation of new utilities/services, or work
on existing utilities/services that involve part or full closure of a road, footpath, nature strip or
road verge. This includes closing of access for pedestrians or vehicles to use part of a road,
footpath, nature strip or road verge due to excavation, the installation of a temporary
structure or similar works.

Council is Coolamon Shire Council.
Council infrastructure includes Council owned assets such as local roads, bridges, culverts,

nature strips, road verges, footpaths, road and street signage, street lights, storm water
management services and sewerage systems.
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The objectives of the MOU are to:

* Ensure timely notification to Coolamon Shire Council, by utility service providers, of
proposed major works that may impact upon Council infrastructure or services.

e Allow Coolamon Shire Council to comment on proposed major works prior to their
commencement, and for those comments to be considered by utility service providers.

¢ Enable Coolamon Shire Council the opportunity to inspect works sites relating to this
MOU during construction to ensure safe work practices and traffic management are
occurring.

e Enable Coolamon Shire Council the opportunity to inspect the work site on completion
of works to ensure Council infrastructure is reinstated to the same condition it was in
prior to works.

¢ Provide quality workmanship by requiring utility service providers warrant the quality
of their works for a period of 12 months following completion of their works.

Roles and Responsibilities

The role of in this MOU is:

s To provide timely communication of notification to Council of the proposed works.

* To provide appropriate and timely consideration and response to Council comments
by the utility service provider.

s To provide timely communication of both commencement and completion of works.

s Reinstatement of Council infrastructure to the previous condition it was in prior to the
utility service provider’s work taking place.

¢ To sharing and communication the agreed arrangements this MOU to all relevant staff
and contractors.

The role of Coolamon Shire Council in this MOU is:

¢ To provide timely comment on proposed works prior to commencement of works.

e To provide appropriate notification of inspections of work, and timely communication
of any concerns that may arise.

e To share and communicate the agreed arrangements of this MOU to relevant staff.

Governance Structure and Reporting

Notification of proposed works shall be made via the Nature Strips and Road Verge notification
form, to be completed and submitted to Council, (with a minimum 21 days notice) by email or
alternatively post.

Notification of commencement and completion of works shall be to Councils Executive
Manager, Engineering and Technical Services Mr Tony Kelly, phone (02) 6930 1800, email
TKelly@coolamon.nsw.gov.au, address PO Box 101 Coolamon NSW 2701.
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[image: image41.png]Queries relating to the proposed works and potential impacts to Council infrastructure should
be directed to Council’s Works Engineer Mr Scott Buchanan, phone {02) 6930 1800 or email
SBuchanan@coolamon.nsw.gov.au .

Authorization

The signing of this MOU by Coolamon Shire Council and )
demonstrates the parties commitment to meet the objectives of this MOU, and
acknowledgement of the roles and responsibilities the MOU highlights.
Coolamon Shire Council

Name:

Signature:

Title:

Name:

Signature:

Title:
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Utility Service Providers Notification of Works
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This form is to be used by Utility Service Providers to notify Council of major works to
and development of utilities that may impact on Council infrastructure, or will
involve part or full closure of a road, footpath, nature strip or road verge.

Name of Utility Service Provider:

Address:

Contact Person:

Title/Position:

Phone Number: Email:

e Please provide a description of the proposed works, including the likely impacts to
nature strip, road verge and Council infrastructure:

e Location of proposed works:
(Please attach a map, drawing or photo of location, and include any other
significant items e.g. road intersections, fence lines, buildings, other
services/utilities, tree’s etc.)

e Commencement date and expected duration of works:
(Please note you must give Council a minimum of 21 days notice.)
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[image: image44.png]Council may inspect proposed and commenced works, traffic management procedures,
and repair or rehabilitation of Councils infrastructure.

Please note: the following Conditions will apply to all Utility Service Providers
undertaking work in the nature strip or road verge, that may impact on Council
infrastructure.

CONDITIONS
SERVICES CROSSING A ROAD

1)

(a)

SEALED / PAVED ROADS, STREETS & FOOTPATHS
Applicants shall underbore all road, street and constructed footpaths and
provide conduits in which services are to be placed.

UNSEALED ROADS & STREETS

Whilst underbore services are encouraged, excavation and placement of
facilities may be permitted subject to approval by the Executive Manager,
Engineering & Technical Services and reinstatement costs are to be borne
by the applicant.

2) SERVICES PARALLEL TO ROAD RESERVES
Permission provided on specific site circumstances with emphasis on;
(a) Agreed service alignments with road reserves
(b) Concurrent approval from other relevant service authorities
(c) Reinstatement of any excavation / trenching works.
3) GENERAL CONDITIONS
(a) The applicant shall be responsible for the Public Safety and all work
practices will be carried out in accordance with Australian Standards,
Workcover Code of Practices and Council requirements.
(b) Service provisions across rural road formations shall have a minimum
cover of 800mm and extend a minimum distance of 2.0 metres past the
table drain or fill batter. Services and conduits shall be installed in a
straight line and as near as possible at right angles across the road reserve
with markers on fence line showing locations.
Services across urban roads shall have a minimum depth of 1.0 metres
measured from the top of kerb and shall extend a minimum distance of
1.0 metres from the face or kerb. Services and conduits shall be installed
in a straight line and as near as possible at right angles across the road.
COOLAMON SHIRE COUNCIL
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[image: image45.png](c) Service provision along a road reserve would need to be approved on an
individual basis.

(d) Drainage culverts are not to be used as service conduits.

(e) The applicant is responsible for the location of all other services and
where the installation of the service affects any other authority the
written approval of that authority must first be obtained.

(f) Restoration and/or reinstatement (including trench subsidence) will be
the responsibility of the applicant and will be to the satisfaction of the
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services.

(8) Should trees or shrubs need to be removed the debris shall be removed
or suitably disposed of and replaced in accordance with Council direction.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Date received Referred to

File

Does the proposed work require Council inspection of proposed works ?
D Yes l:' No

Is Council response (comment) required ?
Ii__l Yes No

If yes, has response been provided to Utility Provider ?

I:I Yes, date provided D

Is a Traffic Management Plan required ?
Yes No

PLEASE SUBMIT NOTIFICATION FORM TO:

Executive Manager Engineering and Technical Services
Coolamon Shire Council

PO Box 101, Coolamon NSW 2701

Email: TKelly@coolamon.nsw.gov.au (preferred)
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This form is to be used by property owners when requesting to install or modify a
property access on public land. Completion of this form may require council to
perform an assessment under the Roads Act, 1993,

Applicant Name: Signature:
Address:
Property Address (if different):
Lot/Sec: DP:
Phone/Fax: Mobile:
Email:
APPROVAL SOUGHT
Urban location Rural location
Install a new property access Modify an existing property access

Tree removal

Have you undertaken a dial before you dig ?

|:| Yes
|:| No

A dial before you dig can be obtained by ringing 1100 or visiting www.1100.com.au

e Please provide a description of the proposed driveway access.
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[image: image48.png]e Please provide a sketch, map or photo of the proposed driveway access in
relation to the road and property boundary, including any other significant
items (i.e. fence lines, buildings, road or street intersections, trees, power
poles (including anchor cables), water pipes etc.).

e Are works to be undertaken privately ?

I__—J Yes

D No, | would like to engage Council to undertake the proposed works.

Please note: if work is to be undertaken privately it will need to be constructed by a
Council approved Contractor, to ensure works are of a consistent and acceptable
standard, and relevant training certifications & insurances are in place.

Further details can be obtained by contacting Councils Engineering Department on
(02) 69 301 800.
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[image: image49.png]PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO:

Executive Manager Engineering and Technical Services
Coolamon Shire Council

PO Box 101, Coolamon NSW 2701

Email: TKelly@coolamon.nsw.gov.au

Date received Property File No.

Referred to

[:] Approved (unconditional)

D Approved with conditions:

D Refused (include reason):

Traffic Management Plan required?

l__—[ Yes l:l No

Rural Address Required?

Yes, details I___] No
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Application Form for Property Owners, Installation of Service Facilities
(Including Water Pipes) in the Road Reserve
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This form is to be used by property owners when requesting approval to install
service facilities (including water pipes) on public land. Completion of this form may
require council to perform an assessment under the Roads Act, 1993.

Applicant Name:

Address:

Property Address (if different):

Lot/Sec: DP:
Phone/Fax: Mobile:
Email:

APPROVAL SOUGHT

e Please describe the proposed works you are seeking approval for:

e Please provide reason for installation of these services:
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[image: image52.png]Have you undertaken a dial before you dig ?

D Yes
D No

A dial before you dig can be obtained by ringing 1100 or visiting www.1100.com.au

e Please provide relevant sketch, map, photo of the proposed work or activity
you are seeking approval to install. Including details of the proposed work in
relation to the road and property boundary, including any other significant
items (i.e. fence lines, buildings, road or street intersections, trees, power
poles (including anchor cables), water pipes etc.).

Please note the following Conditions will apply to all applications for works or
activities in the nature strip.

CONDITIONS
1) GENERAL CONDITIONS
(a) [f a SEALED / PAVED ROADS, STREETS & FOOTPATHS
Applicants shall underbore all road, street and constructed footpaths and
provide conduits in which services are to be placed.

(b)  UNSEALED ROADS & STREETS
Whilst underbore services are encouraged, excavation and placement of
facilities may be permitted subject to approval by the Executive Manager,
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[image: image53.png]Engineering & Technical Services and reinstatement costs are to be borne
by the applicant.

2) SERVICES PARALLEL TO ROAD RESERVES
Permission provided on specific site circumstances with emphasis on;

(a)
(b)

(c)

Agreed service alignments with road reserves
Concurrent approval from other relevant service authorities

Reinstatement of any excavation / trenching works.

3) GENERAL CONDITIONS

(a)

(b)

()

/

The applicant shall be responsible for the Public Safety and all work
practices will be carried out in accordance with Australian Standards,
Workcover Code of Practices and Council requirements.

Service provisions across rural road formations shall have a minimum
cover of 800mm and extend a minimum distance of 2.0 metres past the
table drain or fill batter. Services and conduits shall be installed in a
straight line and as near as possible at right angles across the road reserve
with markers on fence line showing locations.

Services across urban roads shall have a minimum depth of 1.0 metres
measured from the top of kerb and shall extend a minimum distance of
1.0 metres from the face or kerb. Services and conduits shall be installed
in a straight line and as near as possible at right angles across the road.

Service provision along a road reserve would need to be approved on an
individual basis.

Drainage culverts are not to be used as service conduits.

The applicant is responsible for the location of all other services and
where the installation of the service affects any other authority the
written approval of that authority must first be obtained.

Restoration and/or reinstatement (including trench subsidence) will be
the responsibility of the applicant and will be to the satisfaction of the
Executive Manager, Engineering & Technical Services.

Should trees or shrubs need to be removed the debris shall be removed
or suitably disposed of and replaced in accordance with Council direction.

acknowledge to abide by these conditions should my

application be approved by Council.

Signature:

Date:

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO:

Executive Manager Engineering and Technical Services
Coolamon Shire Council

PO Box 101, Coolamon NSW 2701

Email: TKelly@coolamon.nsw.gov.au
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Determination

Date received Property File No.

Referred to

D Approved (unconditional)

D Approved with conditions:

D Refused (include reason):

Traffic Management Plan required?

D Yes D No

Rural Address Required?

Yes, details [___l No
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Application Form for Property Owners, for Work in the Nature Strip
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e WORK OR AN ACTICVITY
32" Conlarnosy shire IN THE NATURE STRIP

couneil

This form is to be used by property owners when requesting to install or modify a
property access on public land. Completion of this form may require council to
perform an assessment under the Roads Act, 1993.

Applicant Name: Signature:

Address:

Property Address (if different):

Lot/Sec: DP:
Phone/Fax: Mobile:
Email:
APPROVAL SOUGHT
Installation of irrigation Installation of landscaping features

Planting of vegetation

Have you undertaken a dial before you dig ?

[:I Yes
l:‘ No

A dial before you dig can be obtained by ringing 1100 or visiting www.1100.com.au

e Please provide a description of the proposed activity or work.
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[image: image57.png]e Please provide a sketch, map or photo of the proposed activity or work in
relation to the road and property boundary, including any other significant
items (i.e. fence lines, buildings, road or street intersections, trees, power
poles (including anchor cables), water pipes etc.).

Please note the following Conditions will apply to all applications.

CONDITIONS
1) GENERAL CONDITIONS
(a) If a property does not have a concrete footpath running along the

property boundary, the landowner will need to provide an area 2.7
meters wide, from the boundary, and along the length of the property,
that is suitable for pedestrians to walk on. This may be lawn, compacted
road base or granite. Loose surfaces such as river stones or bark are not
suitable.

(b) Tree species and location must be approved by Council.

(c) Vegetation cannot be removed from the nature strip without prior written
approval from Council.
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[image: image58.png](d) Landscaping features must not cause obstruction to vision of pedestrians
or motorists and must not impede access to any services.

(e) Should access to services be required, Council will not be liable for any
damages to improvements to the nature strip.

I acknowledge to abide by these conditions should my
application be approved by Council.

Signature: Date:

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO:

Executive Manager Engineering and Technical Services
Coolamon Shire Council

PO Box 101, Coolamon NSW 2701

Email: TKelly@coolamon.nsw.gov.au

OFFICE USE ONLY

Determination

Date received Property File No.

Referred to

I:I Approved (with standard conditions)

l:l Approved with additional conditions:

D Refused (include reason):
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ES9)
RFQ 2015/07 – SPRAYED BITUMINOUS SURFACING (T.03-04, SC419)
Four quotations were received under the Local Government Procurement Tender Panel for the above Contract ranging from $1,642,831.64 to $1,884,938.06.  The attached sheet provides a detailed breakdown of the quotations.  This is a schedule of rates quotation.  

The request for Quotation (RFQ) was a dual quotation between Coolamon and Temora Shire Councils in an effort to achieve efficiencies of scale.  Coolamon are seeking full supply of services Contract with Temora a supply and spray contract only.

COST
All tenders have provided rise and fall tenders for the twelve month period.  Taking into consideration the volatility of the current market, no tenderer was willing to give a fixed rate for the term of the contract.  Of all the tenderers, Downer has tendered the lowest tender overall, with the next tender $86,880 higher.  This is a significant amount and clearly the most financially beneficial to Council.
PERFORMANCE
Downer has been Coolamon and Temora Council’s Contractor in recent years and demonstrated they are capable of performing supply and spray and full service works with the sealing program following the March 2012 floods and supply and spray service prior.

AVAILABILITY
Downer has a spray sealing crew based in Narrandera along with additional crews in Wodonga, Forbes, Mogo and Hume.  During the recent years this service to Council was considered to be satisfactory.

Recommendation
That the quotation from Downer EDI Works Pty Ltd be accepted for a twelve month period.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr White and seconded by Clr Logan that the quotation from Downer EDI Works Pty Ltd be accepted for a twelve month period.   234/10/2015
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4.4
MANAGER, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES’ REPORTS
HS1)
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS (B.05-01)
The following applications have been approved:-
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

68/2015
6/6/758028 – 30 Bygoo Street, Ardlethan – Alterations & Additions to Dwelling.

69/2015
11//5958 – 112 Wallace Street, Coolamon – Dwelling.

70/2015
4//13430 – 31 York Street, Marrar – Change of Use from Commercial to Residential.

71/2015
27//1096316 – 5 Hakea Drive, Coolamon – Inground Swimming Pool.

73/2015
12//1206424 – 18 Bruce Street South, Coolamon – Dwelling, Pool & Shed.

74/2015
1/36/758277 – 18-20 Methul Street, Coolamon – Shed.

77/2015
9//667721 – 45 Waterview Street, Ganmain – Carport.

Recommendation
For Council information.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr McCann that the report be received.  235/10/2015
HS2)
BUSHFIRE DANGER PERIOD (F.03-03, SC555)
Councillors are advised that the commencement of the Bushfire Danger Period in the Eastern Riverina Zone has been deferred until the 1st November, 2015.  The NSW Rural Fire Service have advised that they are monitoring the current state of vegetation and weather forecasts across the region on a daily basis to ensure that an earlier commencement is not required.  

In addition to the above, the RFS have also advised that all Neighbourhood Safer Places within the Shire have been inspected and are considered ready for the upcoming season.  Specific Neighbourhood Safer Places locations within the Shire are:
· Ardlethan Hall, Ardlethan

· Coolamon Sport & Recreation Club Carpark, Coolamon

· Ganmain Hall, Ganmain

· Langtry Oval, Marrar

· Matong RFS Station, Matong

Neighbourhood Safer Places are a place of last resort during a bushfire emergency and should only be used when all other options have been exhausted.

(
A copy of Council’s Firebreak Policy has been attached for the information of Councillors.  Once again Council will be forwarding a copy of the policy to Brigade Captains within the Shire to ensure landholders are doing their part in reducing any bushfire risk.  Attachment No. 6
Recommendation

For Council information.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr White that the report be received.  236/10/2015
HS3)
GANMAIN HALL BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT (H.01-05, SC215)
In 2013 Council resolved to excise a portion of land at the rear of the Ganmain Hall and transfer ownership to Logan & Hitchens, as the land had historically been used by the Company as an area associated with their business activities.
This land was excess to Council’s needs and not relevant to the use of the Ganmain Hall.  Council therefore resolved to undertake a boundary adjustment and formalise the transfer of land to Logan & Hitchens.  

All requirements of the boundary adjustment have now been completed.  The completed Subdivision Certificate now requires Council’s Seal in order to finalise the transfer of land.

Recommendation
(
That Council affix the Seal of Council to the Subdivision Certificate in order to allow the land transfer to be finalized.

Clr Logan declared a pecuniary interest due to her family involvement with one of the owner’s party to the subdivision and left the building at 3.15pm.

RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Beard and seconded by Clr Brill that Council affix the Seal of Council to the Subdivision Certificate in order to allow the land transfer to be finalized.   237/10/2015
Clr Logan returned to the meeting at 3.16pm.

5)
REPORTS:
DELEGATES/MAYOR/COUNCILLORS
1)
Clr Seymour advised that he attended the following:

· The opening of the Coolamon Tennis Courts on 26th September, 2015.
· The Opening of the Coolamon Fire Museum on 4th October, 2015.

2)
Clr Logan advised that the Ganmain Swimming Club had painted the Ganmain Pool Grandstand and that they wished to thank Council for donating the paint.
6)
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COOLAMON SHIRE ANNUAL EVENTS FUNDING PROGRAM MEETING HELD 29TH SEPTEMBER, 2015.
RESOLVED on the motion of Clr Brill and seconded by Clr McCann that the Recommendations of the Coolamon Shire Annual Events Funding Program Meeting held 29th September, 2015 be adopted.  238/10/2015
Meeting Closed at 3.41pm.

Confirmed and signed during the Meeting held this 19th day of November, 2015.

......................................................

MAYOR
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.......................................................……...... MAYOR        .................................................GENERAL MANAGER.

